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Containing their honourable Births, Victories, 
and noble Atehicvements, by Sea and Land, 
in divers ſtrange Countries: their Combars 
with Giants and Monſters, © Wonderful 
Adventures, Fortunes and Misfortunes, in 
Deſarts, Wilderneſſes, and inchanted Caſ- 
tles: their Conqueſts of Empires, King- 
doms; relieving diſtreſſed Ladies, with their 
faithful Loves to them; the Honours they 
won in Tilts and Tournaments, and Succeſs 
againſt the Enemies of CRISTENDOM. 
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READER, 273 The 

F N this famous HisToty you will find ſuch 
—_ 7 1 paſſages of true kniglu hood, a 
feats of arma, mixed with other rare and pleà- 
fing adventures, that no hiftory is kurniſtred 
with, The ſubject matter has been ſo univer- 
ſally accepted and applauded among all ſorts of 
people in the Four united Kingdoms, that it 
needs no ſtrained rhetorick or encomium to ſet - 
it off, or recommend it to the world, The 
method is plain and eaſy, ſuited to the meaneſt 
capacity, to enrich the fancy, as well as to di- 
vert the learned; for in the variety of paſſages 
herein mentioned, honour, juttice, love, and 
compaſſion to the liſtreſſed, are ſo twined and 
interwoven as to Make up a flouriſhing garland 
of defirable virtues, to adorn the minds of thoſe 
that are admirers of them; ſo that in the ſearch 


of many large hiſtories of this kind, that is 


not to he found in volumes which is here briefly 
comprized. In one fenſe, it cannot fail to ſtir 
up and inſpire heroick ſouls to the enterprizing 
great and noble cxploiss and undertakings, to 
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crown their inemories in after ages, nor to bs a 


pattern to guide them in the.ſteps of thoſe who 
tor conſtanc y, chaſtity, and all other winning 
graces, have rengered eſpecially) the fair ſex, 
famous and worthy of eſteem. 

To conclude, it is a,garden of delight; out 
of which may be pathered a poſze to delight 
and. improve the underftanding, and refreſh the 
memory, in the knowledge of things paſt, 
lively deſcribing famous cities, Monuments, 
princes'courts, countries, and other things, a3 
well as battles and glorious atchievements, 
&c. That it muſt of neceſſity be pleaſant to 
the reader, to whoſe judicious erer as like- 
. wiſe well-wiſher, I recommend it. 
. 1 
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A ſhort Porn on the Work. 


THE Chriſtian Charmpion's glory we pro- 


claim, 
Who through all ape ads bravely follow!d 


© Y Fame; 


In 1 lands . countries did Auen, 


Made Pagans ttoop, v.36 brav d each 25 70 8 
3 froun: 

o the diſtreſſed friendsſthey a e 

ug .glory' Any, ite Sabel. RA 

No! carpe t knights To Grey 5 . 

3 *movld; 's 1 e "yt wg 3 
utſhin' d Ipod ec e OW bat ol 
rue worth ly ic erernalfy, ke , 


* Dit. kings ee het | bode: $70 


W give, 8 | 
We eee each 655 8 os L 
"= Fus ticular patrons ate AGW EOF 
11 430 their eitixals. r JG. 0 <croud.. 


. . + 4 : * 1 R , . x : — 
c 3 1 Lt of 
. 1 $ T : " : . SS o - 
* | A = * 1 HE 
154% pc © ITY Ti + BL * Yo 4 now 46 _ eel 


: Tas = r Hausraious | 


H :I 8 9 R Y 
OF ur 

S E V EN a 

Ch 2ampions of Chriftendom. 


1 


2 H A . J. 


| Ta: Per:ntage and Birth &f St. George, and 
| how 2 Was faten away 2 an Inchantreſs. 
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NG O] long after the « ris al of Troy; 
ſprung up the Seven Wonders of the 
World, 


"© 


Tue Hiſtory of the Scyine Chathptons, We, * b 


World, the Seven Chanipions of Chriſtendom, 
St. George for England, St. Dennis for Franc, 
St. James tor Spain, St. Andrew for Scotland, 
St. Antllony for Italy, St. Patrick for Itelahd, 
and St. David fot Wales. St. George was horn 

in the City of Coventry, aud for his magnani- 
mous deeds of atdis in foreign adventures, had 
the title given him of, The Valiant Knight n 
George of England, who! wont jr gotter is till 
worn by kings, princes, noblemen, in me- 
mory of his many victorſes. When kis mother 
was conceived of him, ſhe dreamed ſhe was 
with hit of 4 dragon, which ſhould be the 
cauſe of her death; which dream ſhe concealed 
UN her painful burden grew ſo heavy her womb' 
was fot able to bear it; fo that at length ſhe 
revealed it to her kinſvand, who was then Lord. . 
Steward of England. "This dz!efat dream 
ſtruck tuok terror into her huſband's heart thar” 
lie was ſpeechleſs; but recovering, he alliret 
her that he would try the utmoſt chat art and” 
naturec6ulil do, to find out the meaning of this, 
dream; and taking only one Knight with him, 
gots to che ſolitary walks of SN | Cie wiſe 
lady of the wqods, and taking a 


ſacrifice to the inchiintreſs' So 0 "ye | 
came to an iron gate, WHErecn hung à bi 
horn for tim to wind; that would ſpea * w 18 
the inchantreſt. , They fert an che 146 
with great devoti on cose the i 1 8 Fi 
then, without any fear, they ble 
horn, - the: ſound! . made bs "nt 
rrernbley- aſter wilichy" they Het 

| Ay - cf 


20 od" vn . Hiflory of the 


voice.out of the earth, uttering the follawing 
7 9 — ert LY hben 


i 


1 Sir Knight, bs gone, and mark me well, 
[ © Within the La y's womb doth dwell 

A fon, who like a dragon fierce, 

l , His mother's tender womb ſhall pierce; 
| © "A'valiagt champion he ſhall be 

15 In noble aAs and chivalry. | 

| Be gone, 1 now bid you adieu; 


5 „ You'll and what Thayer told is true. 


This dark riddle being thrice repeated, ſo 
amazed them, that they thought to wind the 
horn the ſecond time, to know the meaning. 
| of it; but not daring to venture, they 1-ft the, 
enchanted, cave. In the mean time, the lady 
had ſuch a bitter labout, that. either the or the 
child muſt periſh ; upon which, ſhe, for the 
| good of her- country, was content her tender 
| womb, ſhould” be opened, that the child might 
R he | fon out alive: io, being caſt into a dead 
; + the operation was made. He had on his 
1 wel the lively pifiuge of a dragon, a blood- 
| x9. croſs o his „e and a gold garter 
| oe left leg. They named him George, 

proyided him — nurſes, one to give 

ſuck, another to keep him aſleep, and the 
Wt oy, to provide, him food. Sgon after his 
} Meth, the enchagtreſs Calyb ſtole the infant 
LF from the careleſs nurſes. The noble Lord now 
$ returning,” met with, the doleful..tidings of the 
. Gi! of his Lady, and the loſs of bis . He 


ble; : Was 
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land, the fifth St. Patrick of: Ireiane 
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Sven Champivi of Grits ndom. 11 
was extremely Pe with \belp two lamenta- 
ble wisfortunes, and fent meſſengers tor-all 
countries, to find gut his ſon, but could hear 
no tale nor tidings ot him, Nee n eee 
him to his grave. 
The witch Calyh had Jetairiodna George in 
zer cave tourteen - yeats and at length feln 
love. with him, which he declined, His mind 


being ſet upon mas tial adventures: tneverthes 


leſs, hoping to obtain his liberty, if im Caſe? ſhe 
made him maſter of all that inchanted place, 
he ſeemed willing, and wound hümſelf in- by 
degrees to have ber yield all her power ovet 
unto him, which ſhe wWilliggiy did; aud he in- 
treated her to tell him his buth, his name, and 
parentage. “ Thou, art,” quorh- ſhe, , hy 
birth, ſon to the Lord albert, High Steward of 
England, and from thy birth. to this day. have 


IJ kept thee as my child, and my virginity fot 
- thee,” So, taking him by the hand, ſhe-ledd 


him into a brazen .caltle, wherein ne rx 
of the braveſt knights in the world. * Rheſe 
are,” ſaid ſhe, & ſrx worthy champions f 
Chriftendom.; e firſt is St. Dennis of'Ftariedy 
the ſecond St, James of Spain, the third St. At- 
theny of Italy, the fourth St. Andrew of Scots 

the axthe 
St. David of Wales, and thou art Worn: be 
the ſeventh; thy name: being St. George of En- 
gland, for-{oſhak thou, he. called in time t 
come.” Then, taking him by the hand, ſhe 


led, him into a fair large room, where ſtood fe- 
ven of the el 12 that over eye beheld, 


66 Six. 


-— 


12 e of the 
& Six of the e, ” (aith the, 00 W to theſe ſix 
Knights, and che ieventh will  be{tow upon 
thee, whole name is Bucephalus, the name of 
Alexander's great horſe. Nlorcover, ſhe led 
kiqa into another room, wherein was the richeſt 


armour in the world; ſo chuſing out the ſtrong- 


elt coiſlet from the armoury, the with her own 
hands buckled it about his breaſt, laced on his 


| ur and att ired him with a rich capariſon, 


zen fetched forth a huge faulchion, and put it 
bo his band, © Now,“ quoth the, © thou art 
javingible, never to be conquered, for now halt 


toy te ſtrongeſt armeur in the world, and a 


word ſhall cut che hardeſt flint aſunder.“ Thus 


being blindes with her own lift, ſhe pup a ſilver 
| wand in his band, which wrought her own de- 


Kruckion; tor then had he power of all the en- 
chanted woud;" fo, as they were walking along, 


by a mighty rock; which the Knight perceiving, 


ee wah. te filver wand, fo that the er 


' Eened, and there did be je before his eyes a 


manihes t little intants which the had mur- 


ere by her enchantment. 4 dt. George,” 


guort. ſhe, Iwill ſhew thee more than this, if 
6, wilt follow mne“ 80. ſtepping · in, he 
with bis endhantrd wand ruck the rock again, 


* add; the rock cloied her in, anch here was the 


ghd: Ot. $3amous: inchantreſs, where we will 
the fury of the devils, and ſpeak 
nity af St. n who releuſed the fix cham- 
mY out. of .captvity,: they-giving him. man 
ee wear UP dim * en telt e 
At: 4 Whoſe 
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whoſe matchleſs de:ds ſhall be ſhewed in the 
8 chapter, 


SOLOS — 


$ _— MY” 


5 Heww St. George killed the lurning N= in 
t Egypt, and redeem d Sabra the King's Baugl- 
t t from Death—How he was hetrα by the 
4 King rf Morocco, and ſent to the Soldan of 
8 Peiſia. whire he flew noe Lies, and re- 
T mai ned ſeven Years in Prin. 


2 Kine after the n — ions een 


f the inch ted cave of Cal 
ray. _ 8 ES 


Y 2 


| 14 3 Hiſtory of the 
[| ſtayed awhile in the- City of Coventry; in 


A . = TIT 9 ''s 
which time they erected a ſtately monument in 
honour of St. George's mother: and ſo, in the 
beginning of the ſpring,, they took their leaves 
e of another, and went every one a different 
way to leck their fortunes, where we fhall Rave 
the ſix champions to their contented travels, 
and wholly diſcourte of our countryman, the 
chiet of them, St. George of England, who 
travelleck till hc came into the teiritories of 
| Egypt} where he met a poor hermit; St. 
George demanded of hin, wheie he might have 
lodging tor bimtelf, and fable room for his 
Im bocte. 1 Mir Knight (quoth the old hermit) 
II you ſeem by yorr|habilluents tobe an Engfiſh 
man, for 1 perceive the arms of England en- 
Steh upon your armour,” Sir, I pity you, 
 youra afar from having reliet here as you 
ate i diſtance: from your own country, by 
rehſen oiFaimerydragon,..which/ every day de- 
7 vdors a virgin; and in cife-he miſs of one but 
og day, then doth Be fend forth fuch an infec- 
[1 tous plague among us, chat the. people die fo 
fa that the ning can Tcasce. hury the dead, 
W and hach deſtroyed all che virgins i the. land, 
ob the King's daughter, and ſhe is to be ſont 
t- morro morning” to be devoured by this 
Fry dragon. Non eite King batt! made pro 
clamstion through all Nis reahn, That if any 
. 12 . 4 , er e 
Knight ere ſo. hardy. as to encounter with 
If this dragon, and kill him, he ſhall have his 
[1 daughter in marriage, and the crawn after his 
deceaſe.“ Upon hearing of which, St, George 
3 | reſolved 
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ro{olvee to venture his own life, to ſet the fatty 
free; inticating the old man to give him leave 
to lodge that night in his cave, and next 
morning he would be ready for the. encounter. 
The old man, overcome wich jor, had him to 
his cave, and kindly entertained him with ſuch 
homely fare as be had. Next morning, St. 
George mounted on his ſteed, took his leave 
of the good old hermit, who remainell in his 
cave, to pray for the good ſueceſs of St. 
George, who now is poſting away to encoun- 
ter with the fiery dragon, where, upon the 
way, he overtakes the woeful virgin, the 
King's daughter, accompanied with a number 
of lorrow ful matrons, bewailing her unfortu- 
nate fate. t. George comforts them up with 
theſe words - 5 e N 


Fair Princeſs, and ye matrons all, 

Refrain, and mourh tio more; | 
For by the fiery dragon's fall, 

Vour freedom l' reſtore: ' : 
The dragon is your ene; 
PI] quickly end the ftrifeg* 
In clip his wine's, he ſhall-not fly, ö 
Or George ſhall end his Jife. 


The Princeſs, beholding St. George's con- 
rage, admired that he, being a ſtranger, ſhould. 
adventure himfelf for her fake, when the ſtout- 
eſt champions in all Egypt durſt not. 
2 1 27 324 1: 4:4; ? - 4 be 75 Sit 


The Hiſlury uf the 


Sir Knight, | give you thanks, quoth ſhe, 
That undertakes this fight; 

And fince it is for love of 3 me, 

Ihe King ſhail you requite: 

Ang it you periza in this thing, 

The which you take in hand, 

— Next comes the daughter of a King, 

i i As well you underſtand: 

60 forth, and proſper, worthy Knight, 

i | And leave me ſore perplex'd: 

Pats Fou om * arry in the tight, 
hen I muſt be the next. 


— ——— —— ͤ ꝓ 14 Inn 
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St. Ge eorge kiſſed the Princeſs's hand, and 
vowed. to-tree her, or loſe his life, entreating 
the company to- conduct her to her father's pa- 
| hace, till they heard farther, 
| Now is St, George entered the ally: abel 
coming next to the cave, the dragon eſpied 
him, and ſent forth ſuch a terrible bellowing, 
as if all the devils in hell had been prelenr, 
St. George was never a whit daunted, "_ 
ſpurred his horſes, and run ourragooully at 
him; but his ſcales: being harder than any braſs 
he ſhivered his, ſpear ia a thouſand pieces, and 
withal ſmote dt George ſo hard with his wings 
and tail, that he ſtruck him down from his 
horſe, and bruiſed him ſore. St. George then 
was forced to draw his ſword, where began a 
moſt terrible fight between him. and the dragon, 
and the good Knight was almoſt poiſoned with 
the breath of the dragon, ſo that he was forced 
tg.,retire; and ſpying a fruit which no veno- 
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* 


mous thing durſt come near, eat of the ſaid 


fruit, and recovered again, and then with 


manly courage aſſaulted the dragon in ſuch ſart 
that he felled him under his horſc's feet. The 
dragon, recovering himſelf, lifted up his wings 
as if he intended to fly away, which St. George 
noting, and eſpy ing a bare place under the @ra- 


gon's wing, run his ſword up to the hilt, which 


to pierced his heart, that with a terrible noiſe 
he breathed out his laſt breath, and yielded his 
life to the conqueror. St. George ſmote off 
his head, and ſet it on a piece of the ſpear he 
broke againit the dragon; then ,gaye God 
thanks, and matched towards King Ptolemy's 
court, but adyerſe Fortpne craſſed his purpoſe; 


for, inſtead of ringing of bells, and.entertain- 
ing of him as a royal champion, for freeing 


their country from that deſtroying monſter, he 
heheld cextain armed men marching towards. 
him with their ſwords drawn; for A'mindap, 
King of Morocco, had hired twelve men in 
arms to ſurprize St. George, he having a great 
mind to Sabra, the King's daughter, and. fear- 


ing St. George would obtain her before him 


therefore intended to make him away before he. 
eume to the Court with his dragon's head; but 
never was it known that ever treachery did euer 
prolp-r. As tor St. George, he behaved him ſo 
gallantly, that he vauquiſhed all his enemies in 
kitle ſpace, which when the King of Morocco 
perceived, (for he was not far olt } he ran tothe 
Lins of Foypt, and told him the enemy of his 
country Was deſtroyed, but never told him of 


- 


\ g - * - * 


— 
— 22 —— ——— — 


— 2 5 
—— 8 - 
— 


8 2 — A 
— — 53 
r . FTC ' 
2 2 : * 


5 — — ag 
4 ” * 


18 


' neſs; which was done accordingly. 


42 


The Hiftory of the 


his own treachery againſt the Champion : but 
When the King heard of the deſtroyiiig the 


dragon, he rejbiced greatly, and . commanded 
them to ring the bells, and make bonfires, and 
entertain the champion with great joy and glad- 
Now 
when St. George came to the Court, the King 
did welcome him with great banquetings, tilts, 
and tournaments, eſpecially the Princeſs who 


then did place her love upon him ſo fervently, 


that all the world could not remove it. Now, 
it was the order of the Court, to preſent rich 
k — to thoſe of rank and quality: now the 

rinceſs preſented him, with her own hand, a 
diamond of great worth, which he'wore an 
his finger, ſet in a ring of gold. Now, the 
King of Morocco, (hat implacable devil) en- 
'vying the happineſs of St. George, fought a 
ſecond time to make him away by poiſon, 
:which he conveyed into 4 cup of Greek Wine, 
and — it to St. 7 70 e, in token of love © 


„ 


hut "his diamond waxed pale, and three 775 
of blood fell from his noſe, whereupon, St. 
George refuſed to drink, and the Princeſs, who 
Joved him as ihe revel herſelf, cried ou. 


e Treaſon, treaſon!' But the Ning of Egypt, 


ther father, would believe nothing againlt, the 
King of Morocco, ſo greatly did he love and 
dote upon him, which made him the böléhr to 
attempt any thing againſt St. Georgez inſo- 
much, that he went to the King, and informed 
him, 
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him, that St. George was a Chriſtian, and 


one that was an enemy to their religion; 
which when the King heafd, he {wore by all 


his Gods, th-t he ſhould die the death, for- 
getting the ſaving of his daughter's life, and 
the freeing of "Lay country from utter deſtruc- 
© tion, Moreover, the black King of Morocco 


told him, that he went about to perfuade his 


daughter to turn Chriſtian, which made the 
- King to be the more enrage1; whereupon, he 
wrote a letter to the Soldan of Perſia, and 
ſealed with the arms of the nation, - that he 
ſhould make St. George away, for he was an 
enemy to their religion, and to their Gods; 
and when he had done, he ſent St. George with 
his own deſtruction, and gave him a great 
charge to deliver it to the Soldan of Perſia, for 
it was a matter of great concernment. St. 
George, thinking it an honour to go on ſuch a 
meſſage, went, good Knight, like a lamb to: 
the flac -hter. No ſooner was he arrived in 
Perſia, but he eſpied ſome of their temples 
open, into which he went, and caſt down all 
their images, and trod them under, foot; inſo- 
much, that tlie people of the couiitry aroft in 
great numbers to take St. George, andtcarty 
{him to the Soldan of Perſia, as an enemy to 
their religion : but St. George did lay about 
him ſo, for the honour of God and Chriſteſ- 
dom, that in one day he ſlew about five hun- 
dred Perſians; fo that they were fain to fire 
their beacons, and raile all the country be:ore 
the 1 con ta de him: ſo, when they had taken 
5 him, 
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him, they brought him before the, Soldan, and 
informed him what he had done; who ſwore 
dy all his Gods, -nat he ſhould die the cruelleſt 
death that ever could be invented: St. George, 
nothing at all daunted, told him, he could do 
It no more than God gave him leave; and told 
him moreover, he had a letter to deliver to kim 


. the f. 
heard 


\ » 


that bound his arms, and ftepping atide, he 
trod upon an old ruſty 1ward, which he took 
vp, and behaved himſehf fo valiantly, that he 


ſuch like vexman as the priſon did afford. In 
the mean time, Ptolemy, King of Egypt, 
| | jorced fair Sabra, againſt her mind, .to marry 
the King of Morocco, whom ſhe hated as ſhe 
led the devil, being the profeſſed enemy of 
fl ber beloved St. George of England. But - 
{99 } >" a 2 ; 
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had vowed the King of Morocco ſhould never 
ſpoil her of her virginity ; and- to that purpoſe 

e went to a negromaneer, and aſked his coun- 
eil therein, who gave her this advice to take a a 
chain of gold, and let it lie ſeven days in dra- 


gon's milk, and ſeven days in tyger's blood, 


and. ſo put it about her neck; and fo long as ſhe 
wears that chain, no man ſhall have power to 
take her virginity from her; which ſhe did, 
and ſo preſerved her virginity for her Engliſh 
champion, who (under God) preſerved her 
go the fiery dragon of Egypt. 


Now leave we fair Sabra with her black 
King of Morocto, and her beloved Englifh '* 
George in the dark dungeon, and now ſpeak - 
ſomething. of the other champions, who were 
divided into ſeveral parts of the world; and 
firſt of the noble champion St. Dennis of © 
F TANCE. | 4 | | 
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Hot St. Dennis of France ved ſeven Years in 
the Shape of a Hart—how proud Eglantine, 
the King's Daughter of Theſſaly, was tranſ- 
formed into a. Mulberry Tree, and how. they - 

| both r:covered their Shapes by the Means of 
St, Dennis's Horſe, F 
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\AIR Eglankine,” daughter to the King ff 
Theſſaly, for. her pride, was transformed 
to a mulberry tree, in the wilderneſs of Ara- 
a; and it was St. Dennis's fortune te travel 
prough that unhappy place, where this unfor- 


2 


- 


mate lady was transformed into a mulberry 
ee and being alm it ſtarved, wag forced to 
At roots, or any wild fruit he could find: and 
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Dated into a hart, where, beholding himſelf in 
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wandering about this deſart, at length he came 
to this ' mulberry tree, where beholding fome 
fruit on it, he began to eat; and he no ſooner 
had taſted of theſe. berries, but he was tran- 


--- 


a ſpring, he began to hewall his misfortune in,., 
this manner— | 7 | 


Iwas a, man that fame did gain, . 
But now a hart in ſhow; 

W. hen] ſhall be a man again, 
Alas! 1 do not know. 


: The „ e in the Alba Tree. 


. - — 
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Be patient now, brave Knight, faid ſhe, 
Thy caſe is juſt like mine; 
But you and I ſhall one day ſee 
Our honours both to 3 
Seren years thou ſhalt deine 5 
Hunger increaſe thy woes; wh 
At length thou ſhalt end all thy woe 2 
87 eating of a role, : 
When he had heard this voice, he | fight 
much amazed, and ſpeechleſs for ſorrow, con- 
fderiig how long a time it would be ere he 
thould return again to the ſociety of men: but 
bis ſpeech getting utterance, he Wat dewaiſed 
his misfortrune— | | | 0% 
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« O wretched creature, and miſerable! (ſaid 
he) how am 1 confined' in this folitary place, 
expoſed to hardihip-and danger, in the ſhape 
of a beaſt, and ſubject to many misfortunes 
more than 1 yet know! Accurſed was the 
time I wandered to this unlucky place, to be 
* ſcorched by the ſun's beams in ſummer, and 
wet with ſhowers, and in winter to have ſnow 
my covering, and no human food to ſuſtain 

me.“ Upon this, tears burſt from his eyes, 
and ſighs from his afflicted breaſt; yet, ſo on- 
chanted he was, that he could not remove 
from thence, nor cared he much to-endeavour 
it, till his proper ſhape returned, I heſhouid 
fall as a prey to common hunters, which he 
remembered once was Acteon's. fate, ſo tranſ- 
formed by Diana, for preſuming to ſee her 
bathing naked in a cryſtal fountain; and it 


more likewiſe grieved him that he. could not be 


in arms to ſuccour diſtreſſed ladies, and rid the 
world of oppreſfors and tyrants: yet was he 
compelled: to bear all with as much patience as 
His fortitude could arm him with. All this 
while his gallant ſteed never left him, but 
grazed near him, and ſympathized with his 
$11.4 maſter's ſorrow, and brought mim boughs, 
Hs which he had plucked from the ſpreading trees 
Wk with his teeth, to make him a ſhelter; and thus 
it paſſed with him till ſeven ſummers and win- 


ll | ters had paſſed over his head: then, one morn- 


ing, as he was praying to Heaven for mercy 
and deliverance, he perceived at a difiance his 


WA ; Horle labouring to clambour vp a ſteep wh 
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and having ſtayed a while there, he deſcended 
with a branch of a roſe tree, on which were 
three roſes of Jeruſalem: he had ;no ſooner 
brought it to him, but he remembered the 
voice in the mu berry tree, whereupon, he 

reedily eat one of them, and reſerved the other 
for fear the like danger might befal him, or 
any of the champions in other places, He 
had no ſooner ſuggeſted it, but his hair fell off, 
and he aſſumed his manly ſhape, finding him- 
ſelf exceedingly refreſhed. 

Upon this, he heard the voice as of a wo- 
man weeping in the hole of the tree, intreating 
him te cut down the tree, and deliver her, for 
now the time was accompliſhed, With that, 
remembering where he had laid his ſword, he 
fetched it, and with divers violent blows, fel- 
led it out of the hollow, underneath which 
ſprung a beautiful lady naked, whom he cover- 
ed with his mantle, who made him great reve- 
rence, ſtiling him her deliverer, ſaying, her 
name was Eglantine, daughter to the King of 
Theſſaly, who had been by inchantment, for 
her intolerable pride, confined to that place. 
Then travelling in the moſt beaten paths, they 
found the-way out of the wilderneſs, and ſhe 
being mounted behind him, he conveys her to 
her father's court, where they were received 


with more joy and welcome, than 1 can ex- 
prels, 
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| How St: James, the 8 of Spain; unte 
»nued ſeven Years dumb for the Love of a fair 
Jeweſs and how he ſbeuld have been ſhot to 
Death by the Maidens of Jeruſalem ; with 
other _—_ that happened in FO Travels, 
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OW St. James was minded to travel to 

Jeruſalem, and pafſing over the confines 
of Sicily, near the burning lake, bad a moſt 
terrible battle with a fiery arake, for ſeven days 
and ſeven nights; and then paſſed through Ca- 
padocia, then through a wilderneſs of mon- 
ſters. At length, at the ſight of fair Jeruſa- 
lem, 
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lem, which appeared in his ſight the. faire(t 


city in the world, inhabited by jews. Juſt at 
the time of his arrival, the King of the coun- 
try, with all his Knights at Arms, prepared 
themſelves for hunting; for the country at that 
time was much annoyed with wild beaits, as 
lions, bears, tigers, and ſuch-like; the trum- 
pets ſounding before them in ſuch magner, 
which made the Spaniſh champion amazed; 
and wondering what the meaning ſhould be, 
enquired of a ſhepherd, who told him, trat 
the King, and all his Nobles, were int-n'l ed 
that day to. hunt, the country being mu ch 
annoyed with .wild beaſts; and the King had 
made proclamation, That whoſoever killed th 


firſt boar, ſhould have a great reward. Awzy 
rode St. James, and was in the for eil before 


B 2 them 
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them all, and by that time the King came, he 
had killed the greateſt boar that ever mortal 
man beheld, who Jived in a cave upon the fleſh 
of people which he had ſlain; the King ſaid, he 
delerved the reward; but withal demanded 
what couutryman he was, and of what reli- 
gion. St. James ſaid, he was a Spaniard by 
birth, and a Chriſtian by profeſſion. When 
the King heard that, he was wroth, and ſaid 
thus unto him“ Preſumptuous Chriſtian, 
rlidſt thou never hear of the laws and cuſtoms 
ef our nation, that what Chriſtian ſoever dares 


UE proach into our confines, ſhall ſtraightway 


be put to death? Yet in regard thou haſt done 
good ſervice for our country, in deſtroying 
this wild boar, thou ſhalt have the favour to 
chuſe thine own death.” St. James, admiring 


| Ill that he ſhould be fo:thh ewarded for his good 


ſervice, yet, ſeeing it was their law, and the 
King's . it ſhow'd be ſo, he choſe to be 
ſhot to death. with arrows by the hands of a 
virgin: divers virgins were ſent for, who ſee- 
ing St. James bound faſt to a tree, with his 
dreaſt naked to receive the ſhaft, beholding al- 
ſo his comely ſhape, and conſidering what good 
he had done for their country, in killing the 
wild boar that had deftroyed ſo many, utterly 
refuſed the fame; inſomuch, that the King 
commanded that they ſhould caſt lots, and on 
whom the lot fell, ſhe {fhould be his execu- 
tioner. Lots were made, and the lot fell upon 
tue King's own daughter, the fair Princeſs, 


whoſe name was Cele, who no tooner beheld - 


his 
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his manly and admirable beauty, but Love 
ferzing her tender breaft, ſhe caſt the bow and 
arrow out of her hand, and falling on her 
knees before her father, begged for his life 114 
theſe terms | 

« Great Sir, if ever pity moved your breaſt, 
dehold with compaſſion the tears of your mott 
obedient daughter on her bended Knees, and 
grant my requeſt,” voy a - 

« What is it?“ ſaid he. | 

« Ah?” replied ſhe, & that this worthy 
champion, this man, wlioſe fame is ſpoken of 
loud through the world, may not be baſel; 
lain. How ungrateful will it be in the ears 
of all nations, when it is told you have mur- 
dered fo brave a knight, who had ventured his 
life in reſcuing your @@Wntry from its bloody 
enemy?” 

Well,“ ſaid the King, © ſince vou have 
interceeded for him, I cannot deny his lite to 
your tears: but this is an unalterable decree— 
That he be baniſhed the territories of India, as 
an enemy to our religion, and ſhall ſurety die, 
it ever he return again.” 

At this ſhe was exceeding ſad, but could no 
further prevail: ſo, riſing, ſhe went and un- 
bound him with her fair hands, ſaying—Moſt 
noble Knight, I have gained your life and li- 
berty, yet cannot prevail that you may ſtay in 
this land, though I moſt earneſtly defire your 
compa! ; ſince in your abſence I muſt be as 
one baniſhed, without peace or reſt, Let my 
dluthes excuſe me, when I tell you I love you; 
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and let not the forwardneſs of a virgin make 
you tae leis value ber who can no longer ſtifle 
her pathon, | | 

'T he noble Enight received the knowledge of 
her love in the moſt obliging terms; being at 
me ſame time ſtruck with the like paſſion for 
her. He kiſſed her fair hand, ſtyling her his 
deliverer, vowing his perpetual love and con- 
fancy, promiſing, though now her jather's 
riztd and unjuſt jentence forced him away, he 
WE would, ere long, return, and convey her to his 
Wh country: fo, with a tender kifs, ſhe flipped a 
diamond ring on bis finger, and they parted, 
not without tears in their eyes. 

7] he Spaniſh Champion riding ſome miles, 
| alighted torreſt himſelf on the 9 of a foreſt, 
and there began to think his honour would ſuf- 
ſer through imputed fear, in his ſo tamely leav- 
ing his lovely Princeſs; wherefore, he reſolved 
to return to the Court in diſguiſe, and, that 
his ſpeech ſhould not betray him, to feign_ 
himfelf dumb. This he put in practice, and 
Was in diſguiſe of an Indian, received into the 
„King's ſervice, The Princeſs, for the noble 
ſpirit, ſhe ſaw in him. (thovgh in that diſguiſe 
ſhe Knew him not, appointed him her cham- 
pien in all caſes; when ſo it happened, that 
Nahuzarzdan, King of Arabia, and the Calif 
of Babylon, came to Court, where both fell 
deſperately in love with her, ſtriving wirh mu- 
fick and ſinging who ſhould get molt igto her 
faycur;. when coming, wake their preſents, 
Whick were very rich. St. James making his, 
13 | : -Iikewiſe, 
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hkewiſe, as being one amongſt them, ſlipped 


the diamond ring into her hand, which know- 


ing, ſheiretired,.to; her chamber, and ſent for 
him, where he diſcovered himſelf. to her great. 
joy. So it was contrived between them, whilſt 
the Court was buſy in revelling, to make their 


eſcape, which they did on ſwift. horſes that 


night; and after long travel, to their high ſa- 


— 


all - 


usfactidn, they arrived ſafely in Spain. 
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Ni St. Anthony flew a Giant, and releaſed 
many Ladles out of Captivity—Hav St. An- 
drew travelled into a Vale of walking Spirits— 
' Flow St. Patrick redeemed fix Thracian La- 
dies from thirty Satyrs, and of their Travel 
to find out the Champion of Scotland — How St. 
David few the Count Palatine, and eu le 
was fent to the inchant:d Garden of Or- 
dine, where he flept ſeven Yr ears, and wat re- 
deemed by St. George. | 
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WW IECAUSE I would willingly return to St. 
| George, our country man, I will tell you 
| ; briefly 
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briefly the fortunes and adventures of the reſt 
et the Chriſtian Champions; and firſt ef the 
noble Champion St, Anthony of Italy. 

After his paſſage through many dangerous 


places, he came to the top of a mighty moun- 


rain, whereon ſtood a caſtle; within this caſtle 
remained a giant, who for ſtrength no man 
durſt encounter. This giant kept within his 
caſtle the ſeven daughters of the King of Thra- 
cis, whereof ſix of them were transformed in- 
to ſwans, with crowns upon their heads, be- 
cauſe they would not yield to the luſt of the 
giant; the other remained with him, to play 
and ſing him aſleep. This great giant St, An- 
thony lea, and leſt the caſtle to them, where- 


by their father, the King, might have acceſs. 


unto them, as you ſhall hear hereafter, q 

The famous Champion, St. Andrew of Scot-. 
land, travelled through a vale of walking ſpi- 
rits, moſt fearful to behold, and had not ſeen 
the light of the ſun in ſeven days, nor yet the 
light of the moon by night, but was only 
guided by a walking fire till he came to a ca- 
tle, before which caſtle lay the giant which St. 
Anthony flew, his fleſh rent and torn by wild 
foxes, crows, and ſuch like, The Champior, 
St. Anthony, entered the caſtle, where he found. 
the King of Thracia bewailing his daughters, 
ill fortune, with many of his nobility with. 
him, calling upon their Gods in behalf of his 
daughters; which when St. Anthony ſaw, he 
ſmiled, and ſaid unto the King—* If you will 
believe in the Chriſtians God, and call upon 


B 5 him 
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b i bim with mie, your droghters ſhall be reftored 
{i . to their former ſhapes again.“ No ſooner had” 
4] he ſpoke; but they all drew their ſwords, and 
rn upon him altogether, infomuch that they 
10 put St. Andrew hardly to it; nevertheleſs, at- 
ol ter a very hot diſpute, St. Andrew overcame 
Wl them, and the King himſelf lay at his mercy, 
gi | who preſently ter; ed Chriſtian, he and all his 
| I | followers; fo, calling upon the Lord of Hoſts, 
Le ſuddenly the King of Thracia's daughters were 
weftored* again to their former ſhapes, being 


Ir more beautiful than ever they were before, 


— 
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which mercy when the King ſaw, he continued 
| Chriſtian to his dying day. But when the 
Aas and his daughters came to Court, all 
| their joy was turned into ſorrow; for the cham- 
pion of Italy, who ſlew the giant, had ſtole 
away. the King's daughter, fair Roſſalinde, fo 
all the land was up in arms in purſuit of him, 
which when St. Andrew of Scotland under- 
ſtoow, he departed privately, and the King's 
daug mers underſtanding that he was gone, 
taxelk td after him, as knowing, under God, 
rent he was the cauſe of their delivery out of 
bondage. 

Ul © Thele fix daughters of the King of Thracia 
thavelled till they came to Ireland, hopin to 
Riza the Champion of Scotland, but inltead.of 
BAdin him, they met with thirty wild 108 
cruel Satyrs, who haled them through woods 
and groves, und tore and rent them in fuch a 
grievous fort, that forced them to cry out in a 
walt lamentable manner; fo that the 3 
an 
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and all the country did ring of their pitiful 
cries. St. Patrick, who all this while was 
wandering about the country, hearing of theſe 
fearful cries, ſtood awhile amazed, and draw- 
ing his ſword, ran up to the top of a high hi}, 
where he beheld a* Jamentable ſpectacle, thirt 

terrible Satyrs with clubs on their ſhoulders, 
dragging theſe fair ladies by the hair of the 
head, who reſolving to free them or loſe his 
life, he went forwards towards them, in this 
manner — * Ladies, (quoth he) be of good 
comfort, for I intend, if God be fo pleaſed, to 
free you; whereupon, he let fly at them in ſuch 
ſort, that he flew the chiefeſt of them, which 
made all the reſt to take their heels and run 


away. St. Patrick demanded: of thoſe vs in 
what they were; who told him that they were 
B © tha 


IG . nfory of t 
the King of Thracia's daughtegs, and how they 
were for ſeven years kept in captivity by a 
mighty giant, and transformed into ſwans by 
Diana the Goddeſs of Chaſtity, to keep and 
preſerve them from the inſatiable luſt of the 
giant, and how their eldeſt ſiſter remained a 
pure virgin with the giant, until St. Anthony 
of Italy came and flew the giant, freed their 
W filter, and carried her to the Court to their fa- 
cher, who, with a great number of knights, 
came to ſee them, and bewailed their fad cen- 
BE dition, who were all ſwimming in a pond in 
wh the ſhape of ſwans, with crowns of gold up- 
on their heads, to ſhew they were the daugh- 
ders of a King. Our father's tears prevailed 
nat, nor the prayers of all that were with him 
WE who prayed for us to their Pagan Gods, until 
Ul! | the Chriſtian Champion, St. Andrew, came 
j 


"i | 


1 knights, weeping and wailing, and Praying t 

| them t 
WE ſcorn, and wiſhed them to call upon the God of 
I the Chriſtians, and he would warrant them that 
vs ſhould be reſtored to our priſtine ſhape again. 
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WW himſelf in fuch 2 gallant manner, that he 
vorſted them all, and the King our father, lay 
et his mercy, who preſently turned Chriſtian 
|| ihe all his Knigbts, who calling upon the 
1 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians God, we were all reſtored unto our 
former ſhapes again. But all their joy was 
turned into ſorrow, by reaſon the Champion 
of Italy, who flew the Giant, and freed my 
ſiſter, bad ſtole her away in my father's abſence. 
When St. Patrick heard this, he ſaid— Worthy 
ladies, theſe two champions are my friends, 
whom I have not ſeen theſe ſeven years: as 
for St. Andrew of Scotland, whom you ſeek, I 
will accompany you in the ſearch of him. 
Where we will leave them, and ſpeak ſome- 

thing of St David, the Champion of Wales. 
St. David of Wales travelling to the Empe- 
ror's Court of Tartary, performed ſuch gallant 
deeds of ſervice that the Emperor made him 
his chief champion; whereupon a feſtival day, 
the Emperor deſirous of ſport, cauſed tilt and 
tournament to be uſed, Now St. David being 
the Emperor's champion, entered the liſt farſt ; 
ſo the Emperor's ſon, being Count Palatine, 
ambitious of honour, came ſtraightway to an- 
ſwer him, and performed . honourable -deeds 
againſt St. David, the champion of Wales; for 
the firſt encounter he had almoſt thrown him 
off his horſe, but the next turn St. David 
threw both horſe and man to the ground, 
where the Emperor's ſoa (the Count Palatine) 
was fo bruiſed with the fall, that in ſhort time 
after he died, which ſo enraged the Empe or 
that he plotted all he cou!d to make him away. 
Nevertheleſs, he being well b-loved of all the 
Court, the Emperor could not, without loſs 
of honour, do it, only in regard St. David 
N Was 
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was his champion, he ſent him to the enchant- 
ed garden, to bring him the head of Orman- 
dine the enchanter. St. David durſt refuſe no- 
thing the Emperor enjoined him to; fo he went 
with an undaunted courage, and found a ſword 
faſtened to a rock, upon the pummel thereof 
was written“ je that can pull me out, ſhall 
conquer all.” St. David affailed to do it, but 


not being able, fell fait aſleep for the ſpace of 


ſeven Fears, till St. George, as you ſhall hear, 
at laſt came by the enchanted garden, pulled 
out the {word, and freed St. David, for by that 
means the enchanter died, and the enchanted 


garden vaniſhed, | 35 
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Ho St. George eſcated eut of Priſon at. Perſia 
and hav he redcemed the Chain of Wales 
from his In.han'ment, _ 
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ALTANT and noble-minded St..George, 

enduring a ſeven years impriſonment in a 
dark and deep dungeon, and almoſt famithed, 
was now weary of his life, where wandering 
about the dung=on, he at laſt eſpied a crow of 
iron; ſo he with this engine made his way 
through the dungeon into the middle of the 
Perſians Court. It was now about midnight; 
the moon ſhined bright, and all the Court at 
reſt, only ſome grooms, who were making 


NN ady 
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ready the Soldan's horſes to ride a hunting the 

next morning, St. George underitanding of 

this, takes the crow of iron and Kills all the 

grooms, and takes the beſt horſe in the ſtable, 

and armed himfelt with the Solday's own ar- 

mour, with his ſword, withal taking a coal he 
writes over the Soldan's chamber, after he had 
killed his guard, the following words 


— , A & 2 . 2 I ma 


Soldan, farewel, for George is fled, 
Whilit thou lieſt fleeping in thy bed. 


Away rides St. George, and coming to the 
7 gates, calls to the porter in this manner— 
„Porter, open the gates, for St. George is 
eſcaped out of priſon, and killed all the Sol- 
dan's grooms, and all the city is in purſuit of 
him. The porter believed him, opened the 
gate, and away rode St. George. Next morn- 
ing all the country, by the Soldan's command, 
was in purſuit of St, George; but he had got 
out of the confines of Perſia, and in the ſight 
of Grecia, which when they perceived, they 
left the purſuit, and returned back with greay 
ſhame and horror. Now is St. George in the 
confines of Grecia, and almeſt in as bad a caſe 
tor the want of victuals, as he was in the dun- 
geon: at laſt, he came to a great caſtle, where 
flood a moſt gallant lady. St. George de- 

manded ſome relief of her in the way of his 
travels; but ſhe anſwered him with a frowning 
look, that her huſband was a mighty giant, a0 
Willed him to be gone, left if he come out ke 
wg | | ſhould 
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ſhould cruſh him to pieces. St. George told 
her, he never was yet daunted by giant or 
monſter, and he had rather die in fight, than 
die with hunger. No ſooner had he ſaid theſe 
words, but the giant came forth of the caſtle 
with a ſtaring countenance, more like a devil 
than a man. But it was fo, that between St. 
George and the giant was a moſt fierce and 
cruel combat; but the weather being extreme 
hut, and the giant fat, the ſweat ran dowa his 


face ſo faſt, that it blinded him, whereby he 
could not ſee to ward the blows St. George 
gave him, ſo that he was conſtrained to let fall 
his club, and St, George with his ſword clove 
his head aſunder: fo, entering the caſtle, re- 
freſhed himſelf and his borſe, and fo departed 
through the conhnes of Grecia into Phrygia, 

and 
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and at laſt came to the inchanted garden of Ors 
mondine, where the champion ef Wales con- 
tinued fleeping for the ſpace of ſeven years. 
But when St, George beheld the inchanted 
ſwerd, he aflailed to pull it out of the rock, 
and pulled it out with eaſe; ſo that the in- 
chanted garden vaniſhed, and the inchanter 
Ormondine delivered to St, George St. David, 
the champion of Wales. Then they viewed 
the ſtrangeneſs of the place, and began to en- 
quire of Ormondine how he came to under- 
take this way of living; whereupon tears 
ſtanding in his eyes, he fetched a deep figh, 
and faid—< I was, when Fortune pleaſed, the 
Kang of Scythia, living in. great pleaſure and 
plenty, having by my wife two very beautiful 
daughters, the elder named Caſtria, with the 
brightneſs of her beauty ſo charmed Floridon, 
{qn to the King of Armenia, that he fought 
all manner of ways to gain her love; but not 
finding her fo pliable as he withed, he reſolyed 
however, at any hazard, td enjoy her; ſo 
bribing her maid with a great tum, ſhe con- 
veyed him into her chamber in the night, where 
he had hiswieked deſire of her, with vows and 
proteſtations to become her huſband. But 
when her womb began to ſwell; and the claim- 
ed his promiſe, he with reproachful words de- 
- nied it, and utterly refuſed to make her his 
wife; and underhand courted my younger 
davghter Marcilla, upon whom not being able 
to gain his ends, as he did on the former, he 
married her, This fo enraged Caſtria, that 
| ſince 
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ſince ſhe could no more enjoy him, that had 
diſhonoured her, {he reſolved her filter ſhould 
have no ſweets of conjugal daliances with him. 

And as it is the cuſtom of Scythia for a maid 
to keep her virginity the firſt night after ſhe is 
married, the poſſeſſed her ſiſter with a fear that 
the eu Prince, eager of enjoyment, 
would notwithſtanding come to bed to her in 
the dark, and diveſt her of her virginity, if 
none lay mich her to keep him from it; ocfer- 
ing withal herſelf to be the perſon; "which 
Marcilla kindly accepted; yet no ſooner was 
they laid in bed, beautiful as an angel, but the 
revengetul Caſtria, with a dagger ſhe had con- 
cealed in her boſom, tabbed her between her 
two ivory breaſts; and being aſked what ſhe 
meant by that cruelty to one that had been ſo 
kind a ſiſter to her, and never diſobliged her? 
She ſhewed her womb, and diſcoyered the au- 
. thor of her ſhame, which now ſhe no longer 
reſolved to bear with; but with the yet reeking 
bloody dagger ſhe ſtabbed herſelf, and both of 
them breathed out their fouls: at once: and to 
ell up the tragedy, Floridon coming next 
morning to look for his fair bride, and finding 
her covered with her own blood, and her aller 
dead by her ſide, he concluded his uacenſtant 
love had been the cauſe of it, and after great 
lamentation, he killed bimſelf with the' fame. 
dagger. 

"Theſe misfortunes,” continued Ormon- 
dine, “ poſſeſſed me fo with grief, that I left 
all ſociety, and rathng this place by my magi2 

| Akt: 


— — 


— — —äaä 
S 0. « My -—— reg 
— er EE - 2 3 Wer i — 


. ———— —„— 


—— 


FS Se .. 


—_— Fs 


— — 


IA 1 FCC ID ONE Ae EE ee IEG 


—— 


— 


. 


— — 


r ˙——— WE 


9 


— 
n 
* — 
= — — 


— 
== 

— = — 

_—— RR — 


—— . — 
2 _ 

— — 

— 4 - . —— 


— — — 


2 — > 2 "£ 
OS — — 


—— — 
— = 


. ES 


A — — — 
2 


3 RIPE 


— = A, — — 
- ' 
we — —— — 
— wn — 
— 
— 
— 


— — 9 
A — 
— — E 
—— = —_ 
— 


— 
LO 
— — 


1 A Po APES wo 
— 
- — — 4 
— ESSE CTR SOT 


[ — 


r 
— —— 


BEES 
2 


— ˙·—·- . . —— 


— 
— 


— — 
— 


— . 


— — — — 
_ = 


— — 
— — — - 
— — — 

8 —— — 


_ „ - 
” 


« —<4 >> — 8 — 
— 7 


44 The Hiffory of the 


art, continued in it till now the enchantmfents 
eſcaped here. And when this was done, the 
furies fetched the enchanter Ormondine awa 
with ſuch a terrible noite, that ſcared St. 
George and St. David, the two ſtout cham- 
pions of Chriſtendom, and glad they were gone 
from among thoſe terrible devils. 

After St, David had giver St. George many 
thanks, they departed one from ancrther—St. 
David to the Tartarian Court, where, by oath, 
he was bound to bring news from the enchant- 
ed garden, and St. George to Barbary. 


Se Sade 


CHAP. VII. 


NH St. George arrived at Tripoly in Barbary; 
how he ſtole away Sabra, the King of Egypt's 
Daught:r from the King of Morocco; how 
ſte was knozon to be a pure Virgin by the Means 

* Lions—haw he arrived at the Emperor of 

. Greece's Court. Met there the fix Champions, 
and of their Exploits aud Entertainments. 

Ct George no ſooner entered into the con- 

fines of Barbary, but he met with an old 
hermit, with whom he had ſome conference, 
and after he underſtood by the hermit where 
the Court ſtood, as alſo how the King of Mo- 
rocco was gone a hunting with all his Lords, he 


thought 


a 


el 
8 
h 
C 
f 
f 
b 
0 
v 
x 
b 
d 


Q — 


A —— „ A A «= ,oXXax wy 1 © - ms 


. 


Seven Champions of Chiriſtendm. 45 


thought it now or never to be the time to re- 
teaſe his fair Sabra out of the hands of his pro- 
feſſed enemy the King of Morocco; and to 
that purpoſe diſarmed himſelf, leaving his 
arms and horſe, with a box of rich jewels, with 
the old hermit, and ſlipping on the old hermit's 
gown, took his journey to the Court, where 
}: beheld a number of Palmers ſtanding at the 
Court gate: he demanded of them what they 
ſtood there for; to whom they replied They 
ſtood for an alms, which was given every day 
by the hand of the good Queen, in memory 
of the Engliſh champion St. George. Which 
when St. George heard, the tears ſtood in his 
eyes, and turning himſelf about, he at length - 
beheld the joy of his heart coming forth ro 
deliver her alms to the Palmers, aſking them, 
if they had not known or heard of St. George 
of England, | 

At length, coming to St. George himſelf, 
he delivered the ring that ſhe gave him pri- 
vately, by which means ſhe knew, him, and 
taking him by the hand, led him into the hall, 
where they both wept for joy, ſhe never ex- 
peCting to tee him again. Now, my George 
(ſaid ſhe) if ever thou wilt free me it muſt be 
now, the time ſo convenient, the black King 
of Morocco, my forced huſband, being gone 
out a hunting, whom I hate like the devil, aud 
none left at home but one blackamoor, which 
1all go along with us to attend on us; ſo ſay- 
ing, ſhe pulled off his gown, and put on his 
* armour, and girt his ſword by his ſide, 
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and mounted him upon his own ſeed, and the 

Moor helping her up behind St. George, they 
poſted away as faſt as they could, paſſing thro' 
woods, deſarts, and many dangerous places, 
among the wild beaſts. At length, through 
hunger, St. George was forced to alight from 
his horſe, and helped the lady down, leaving 
her in cuſtody with the Moor, While he went 
to try his fortune with his ſword in his hand, 
to get ſome food to keep them alive, for they 
were like to periſh for want of victuals; ſo it 
was his fortune to kill a Geer, anch brought 828 
haunch of veniſon upon the point of his word. 
But when he came, he found the Moor torn in 
pieces with two lions, and the lions fait afſeop, 
lying with their heads in fair Sabra's lap, 


whereby he knew ſhe was a pure virgin, and 
landing in amaze, not knowing what to do, at 
„lait reſolved te fer upon Wem, they being 

” altesp, 
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afleep, leſt if they ſhould wake, he might en- 
danger his life; fo, ſtepping to them, he ran 
them thro' and flew them. Then, after they 
had given God thanks, St. George having a fire 
lock in his pocket, kindled a fire with bramC 
bles, and dreſſed their veniſon and eat it. 

So, when they had well dined, St, George 


faid to Sabra—“ Now, my Gabta; I know 


thou art a pure virgin, otherwiſe the lions would 
have deſtroyed thee, as they did the Moor: 
but by what means thou haſt kept thy virgmity 
I know not,” 

* Then know, worthy George,” {-'d ſhe, 
after 1 was ferced by my father to marry with 
the King of Morocco, whom | loathed, Ivo. 
ed to keep my virginity from him, and preſerve 
it for thee, or live and die a maid, and to that 
end I aſked council of a learned doctor, who 
adviſed me to ſteep my chain of gold, which ! 
wear about my neck, in tyger's blood and dra- 
pores milk ſeven days together, and all the 
while I wore it, no man ſhould have power to 
rob me of my virginity, which J made trial 

; and behoid, though 1 lay with the King of 
A: oroceo, my huſbakid, night after night, he 
had no power to meddle with me, ſo ] remain 
fill a virgin, and have kept my virginity for 
St. George of England. 

When ſhe had ſo ſaid, they took horſe and 
departed, riding thro' many vaſt countries and 
deſarts, without meeting any adventures, till 
paſſing an arm of the ſea, to hinder any further 
purſuit, they ſafely arrived in the territories of 

Grecia: 


8 N. Hi 


Grecia: there, being well refreſhed by a cour- 
teous hermit, they underſtood that the Empe- 
ror of Greece kept his royal Nuptial in the 
City of Conſtantinople, being lately married to 
« beautiful Princeſs; To that, being deſirous to 
ſee the cuſtom of ſtrange courts, they reſorted 
thither, in hopes to get ſhipping for England. 

Here they tound ladies and knights of moſt 
Chriſtian nations, whom the fame of the royal 
nuptials, and their own curioſity, had brought 
them thither: and here, by. good fortune, the 
Seven Champions, who had been ſo long part- 
ed, by taking divers ways at the brazen pillar, 
and run ſo many hazardous adventures, met 
again, bringing many- of them their ladies with 
them, But above all, the beauty of fair Sabra 
was exceedingly admired, every one confeſſing 
the ſun never in all his travels round the world, 
ſaw ſo bright a lady: nor was ſhe only beauti- 
ful, but humble and modeſt in her carriage and 
behaviour; fo that to entertain her and the reſt, 
new tilts, tournaments, maſks, dancing, bulls, 
and jeſts, were held for many days, to their 
wonderful contentment and recreation, And 
here it was the renowned Champions took 
every one his day, to maintain the combat 
againſt all opponents, doing ſuch wonders by 
overthrowing the iirongeſt knights of Greece, 
Hungary, Bohemia, and others, who reſorted 
thither to break a lance in honour of their 1a- 
dies, that they acquired to themſelves trophies 
of renown and immortal fame: abeve all which 


St. George, who maintained the laſt day, iſſu- 
ing 
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even CRampiou 0 Mendom. 
ing out of his pavilion, which every one of 
them had erected very ſtately, according to the 
manner of their country, to diſtinguiſh them 
from other knights, mounted on a ſable! c6- 
loured ſteed, in trappings: of burniſhed gold, 
his forehead beautified with a purple plume of 
feathers, fpangled with gold, and pendents of 
gold, his armour of Lydian ſteel, ſhining like 
ſilver, his helmet beſet with pearl and jaſper- 
ſtones, with a tablet of gold hanging at his 
breaſt, whereon was engraven a ſiſver lion 
rampant, crowned with gold, in a field of 
gules; in his helmet he wore a wreath of his 
lady's hair, and her glove, to ſhew he would 
maintain her to be the faireſt on earth, againſt 
all that ſhould dare to contradict jt, Whilſt 
ſhe fat in a triumphant chariot of ivory, inlayed 
with golden roſes, to be ſpectator of his heroic 
actions, which were ſo extraordinary, that they 
took from the reft much of the applauſe and 
honour that had been given to them by the 
ſhouting multitude, overthrowing horſe and 
man, till at laſt, ſcarcely ſuppoſing him to be 
mortal, -he was left alone in the liſt, none dar- 
ing further to encounter him: whereupon, an 
oaken garland, like a crown, was placed on his 
head by the Heralds, in token of victory; 
whilſt his bright lady greatly rejoiced among 
the trumpets ſound, to fee that the moſt valiant 
knight in the world was fallen to her, whom ſhe 
prized above emperors, kings, and all the po- 
tentates of the earth. 


C Night 


Night being come, and the ſeven days ap- 
—— juſt ended, after a ſumptuous enter- 
tainment, tlie Knights reſted their weary limbs 
on their ladies ſoft boſoms, ſolacing in ſuch 
raptures of pleaſure, that no pen can expreſs; 
10 drawing the eurtains, and leaving them un- 
folded in each others loving arms, I conclude 
this chapter. 
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Hod the Pagan Princes confederated to War 
againſt Chriſtendom ; and how the Seven 
Champions departing, raiſed many Forces is 
their o Countri-s, and arrived in the Bay of 
Portugal, choo/ing St. George their General. 
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E find by ſundry inſtances, that exce's 

of joy and pleaſure rarely continues 
long; Fortune envies it, and ſends croſſes and 
unexpected accidents to allay them with diſap- 
pointments and bitterneſs: ſo it happened in 
this caſe, for when they had the poſſeſſion of 
all that was lovely and dear to them, and ſup- 
poled to be arrived at the fate harbour of tree 
+ 


contents. 
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content, peace, and reſt, a ſtorm aroſe that 
drove them again into à hazardous and dange- 
rous ſea, The Pagan Princes, and others, 
whoſe daughters had followed the noble cham- 
pions for the true love they bore them, and for 
other diſappointments they had given them, in- 
cenſed thereto by Almidore, King of Morocco, 
for. the loſs of fair Sabra, confederated together, 
and denounced a dreadful war againſt all Chriſ- 
tendom; and hearing the Seven Champions 
were in the Greek Emperor's Court, thither 
they ſent their Heralds with defiance, and 
many proud threats; reckoning up the injuries 
they alledged they had ſuſtained ; wrongfully 
taxing them with the raviſhment of their 
daughters, deſtroying their people, and as 
Chriſtians, utter enemies to their country ; 


which in a full aſſembly they pronounced, 


which mighty preparations ſo terrified the 


Greek Emperor, that he fearing the waſting of 
His country, which the Pagan Potentates 


moſtly bordered on, that he deſired the Cham- 
pions to retire from his Court with all ſpeed, 
and ſent ambaſſadors to make a peace for him- 
ſelf, with the Soldan of Perſia, the Kings of 
Theſs, Tartary, Egypt, Morocco, Jeruſalem, 
and other far commanding monarehs of Aſia 
and Africa. Yet the renowned St. George, 
before his departure, returned this anſwer to the 


Heralds. 


© Barbarians, 


- 


« Barbarians, 3 3 

c* KNOW that your threats” of wär can in 

oy no manner terrify the noble courage of 
the Chriſtians; we could juttify and diſprove 

whatever iis laid to our charge; but ſcorning 

© to condeſcend fo low, leſt it ſhould be taken 
for a treaty, or fear; go tell your proud and 
© injurious maſters, That ſince they ſo much 
delight in blood and treachery, the ſcourge of 
© war is the fitteſt inſtrument to chaſtize 
© them: and ſince they deſire it, we will bring it 
« like a raging torrent, not only to their city 
walls, but the gates of their palace: fire and 
« diffolation -ſhall lay their countries waſte, 
s The Chriſtians banner fhall he planted in 
their proudeſt towns; their crowns fhall ſtoop 
© to the croſs, whilſt wading through ſeas of 
© their ſubjects blood, and elambering over 
« piles, heaps of the fla, we tumble them 
© from their thrones! e 


This ſaid, with a vehement anger he ſtayed 
for no reply; but turning his back, he with 
the reſt of the Champions and their ladies, leſt 
the city, and held a conſult in a neighbouring 
foreſt. It was agreed, every one ſhould repatt 
to his own country, and make intereſt to raiſe 
forces to repe! the threatening ſtorm; and living 
or dying, immortalize their names in the de- 
fence of their religion and honour. This re- 
ſolve drew pearly tears from the bright eyes of 
the tender-hearted ladies, to think, after ſa 
many dangers and difficulties, they muſt again 
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part with their Lords they ſo dearly loved, to 
run new hazards, and ſtand the chance of fo 
dreadful a war; but concluding their honours 
were engaged, and that they ceuld nat ſtand 
idle, but in the hazarding the loſs of all Chriſ- 
tendom, they dried up the precious dew, and 
ſeemed contented to leave the event of. their 
lafet ies to fate and chance. Ni ae 

By this time, the heroic knights, whom no 
danger could ſhake, having apppinted the Bay 
ot Portugal to be che, genetal gendez vous for 
all the European forces, Went into, their ſeve- 
ral countries, Where their fame being ſufſiciently 
xumoured by theirreſpeclive kings and princes, 
with great honours and triumphs, as the only 
miracles of valour and true knighthood. The 
general joy, on cheir returning home, was no 
Jooner- abated, «but they declared the cauſe of 
their ſo ſpeedy return; which was ſo highly 
approved both by the kings and people, ſo that 
letting up their ſtandards, forces came armed 
and, well appointed in ſuch numbers upon the 
Neat of drum, and ſound of trumpet, as well 
Nohles as Plebeans, that by the ſpring they had 
furn ſhed their complements; and with gailant 
fleets and armies, the greateſt that ever Europe 
had fgen, they arrived ſafe at the appointed 
haven.* St. George with a hundred thouſand 
Valiant archers, {pears, and men at arms, be- 
ing the firſt that landed, covering the affrighted 
ſhores with his multitude. , The reſt of the 
champions brought a proportionable number, 
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according to the largeneis and populouſneſs of 


their 
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their countries, all well appointed and richly. 
furniſhed, ſo that the whole number amounted 
to upwards of five hundred thouſand ; haviag 

with them treafure ſufſicient, and other nose 
ſaries for the war, both for the held, fight, 
and battering cities, towns, and caſtles; And 
there erecting a royal pavilion, they elected hy 
one conſent, St. George, General of t this groat 
army, whoſe banner was the bloody croſs, his 
men wearing the like on their breaſts, to denote 
that they tought in the Chriſtian cauſe, and 
for it valued no croſs, misfortunes, no, nor the 
hazard of their lives: whereupon, mountin 

on a throne, and aſſembling all the leaders, 
he made the following ipeech | to encaurage 
them 
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© Renowned Warriors, ; * 
ROPE s chief boaſt and glory, you 
* are now called together to aſſert the 
cauſe of CHRIST, and the honour of the 
Chriilian religion, againſt the bloody Pagans 

and Infidels, who dety not only us, but the 

KING of HEAVEN, .w hoſe battles we 

have undertaken to fight, that we may chaſ= 
tize their infolencies and proud blaſphemings 

to that living or dying, you may, hops to be 
nappy. Then be of courageous hearts, and 

let our enemies {ec what we dare do, and. 

what folly they have committed in progoking 

dus to anger. As for me, though now your 
+ Genera?, vou ſhall always find me as much 
N C4: expoled 
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| © expoſed to danger as the meaneſt ſoldier, 
| March bravely on then, and let us meet them 

in their own land, and make their countries 
| © thelſeat of war and defolation. 


Inis ſpeech ended, a univerſal ſhout enſued 
and they cried, as with one voice, © Lead us 
| againſt them.“ 
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CHAP 
How the Pagan Princes pitched their Tents in 


Hungary, to or againſt Chriſtendom ; of 


the bloody diſſention that fell among ft them. 
Barbary ſubdued by the Chriſtians, and Almi- 


dore, the Black King, taken and put to Death, 
Sc - ; L | | 


"THE Pagans all this while were not flow in 
taiſing the power of their countries, and 


by long marches came to their appointed ren- 


dezyous in the kingdom of Hungary, whofe 
huge multitude ſoon devoured up all the plea- 
fant things in that rich and fertile kingdom 


* 


U 


being about eight by thouſand, gathered | 
6 . | 3344 24 38 7-H p 
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up in fifty-two various kingdoms; threatening 
na leis than deſtruction to all Europe, and flat- 
rering themſelves to return laden with the 
wealthy ſpoii's of many kings and princes: but 
GOD, who diſpoſes, when man propoſes, pre- 
vented It, as in the jequei will appear. 
No ſooner were all the forces expected ar- 
rived, but they appointed a day for chuſing a 
General, when fuch a ſpirit of diviſion was 
ſent amongſt them, every nation ltriving to 
promote their own King to. that dignity, and 
confuſion awhile reigning among the common. 
ſoldiers, at length diſcontent and diſcord hap- 
pened among the leaders, ſo that many bloody 
blows and dangerous atfrays enſued, ſo that, 
agreeing to nothing, the Soldan of Perſi a, the 
ings of Egypt, Jeruſalem, and many others, 
drew. off their forces, and returned to their 
own country; greatly repenting they had under- 
taken ſo vain an enterprize. Nor did thoſe that 
| ſtayed by Almidor's perſuaſions, long agree, 
bot dividing into parties, drew out and fought 
a dreadful battle among themſelves, which laſt- 
ed three days, with tuch dreadful flaughter, 
that the ditches were f.lled with blood, and the 
fields and lanes heaped up with dead bodies. 
The towns were ranfacked and fired, virgins 
and matrons raviſhed, and ripped up ive, 
children voſſed on fpears, and daſhed againſt 
the pavements, hoary hairs ſet weltering in 
blood, Ii fine, they not only deſtroyed one 
another, but made ſuch a woeful defolation in 
the kingdom of Hungary, that the like has 
never 
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„„ EE YI er TRIER IT 


þ 5 =o 


1 
— 7 


Seven Cham i of ch endo. 5³ 


newer been known before nor ſince, ſo that for 
many years aiter it, was fearcely anhabited 
with any thing but wild beaſts, 

However, Almidore, whole party proved the | 
ſtrongeſt, and now moſt of the other leaders 
belng 7 was made General, rallied his own 

ä men, and ſuch as had fled and ſcattered from 
| the battle; and finding them too weak to per- 
form what he defigned on the Chriſtians, he 
| took up his ſtandard, and marched into his own 
country, whither St George, who had heard 
the diſaſter, and his flight, was got before to- 
intercept him; and having taken many of his 
: towns, he forced him to a battle, wherein, af- 
ter a long and bloody fight, (for the Moors 
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x ing themſelves between him and death, to the- 
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loſs of their own lives) he was taken priſoner 
by St. George, who had laid heaps of. ſlain 
about him: and hereupon his men at a diſtance 
{eeing his ſtandard beaten down, and fancying 
no leſs than that he was taken or lain, fled in 
all parts, throwing away their arms, ſo that in 
the purſuit the fields were covered with their 
dead bodies. | 

| The treacherous Almidore being now in the 
power of him whoſe life he had ſought in Egypt, 
by ſending armed knights te deſtroy him, when 
he was coming to the Court with the dragon's 
head, and had been the contriver of his impri- 
ſonment ſeven years in the Perſian dungeon, 
and in the mean while robbed him of his heart's 
delight, the beauteous Sabra, he thought he 
could after ſuch injuries, expect no mercy 
from the injured perſon; yet hearing he was to 
be thrown into a cauldron of melted lead and 
ſplphur, the terribleneſs of his death fo ſtartſed 


him, that coming to approach it, and ſeeing the 


molten ſubſtance ſparkle like the flames of hell, 
he began to ule all his cunning infinuation and 
wonted flattery, to eſcape the danger, offering a 
ranſom of gold, jewels, ſilks, ſpices, &e. ſo 
great, that his whole kingdom, had it been ſolg, 
could not have purchaſed them. Bur'this, ay 
all other proffers, were refuſed by the injure 


champion, unleſs he would renounce his falfe 
gods, Tarmagant and Mahomet, which he ut- 

terly refuſing to do, as alſo to turn Chriſtian, 
and perſuade his people to be baptized, and em- 
brace the Chriſtian faith, the ſentence bene 
olemn 
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ſolemn pomp, his Nobles attending in mourn- 
ing robes, and many Virgins decked with Cy- 
prus garlands, and in mourning veſtments) was 
put in execution; whereat ſome of his ſubjects 
killed themſelves to accompany him to the 
other world, as is the cuſtom of the country, 
But the greater part rejoiced to be rid of a ty- 
rant who had done them ſo many grievous out- 
rages, by taking from them their wives and 
daughters at his pleaſure, to ſatiate his luſt; ſo 
that the Nobles came and preſented the Engliſh 
Champion with the crown of that kingdom, 
placing it upon his head, with much royalty 
and feaſting, delivering him all the other regal 
ornaments; when having taken an oath of them 
ro turn Chriſtians, he delivered the government 
into the hands of twelve of the chief of them, 
to keep it in his name, and be kind to.all ſtran- 
gers, Chriſtians that come into it to dwell, or 
paſs through it, 

"Theſe, and many other articles, being ſo- 
lemnly ſworn to, he left a few forces in the ci- 
ties of Tripoly and Morocco, with the fick 
and wounded ſoldiers, marching with the reſt 
againſt Ptolemy, King of Egypt, to revenge 
the injury he had done him, : 

The Moors no ſooner. perceived the main 
forces were withdrawn, but, breaking their 
oaths, they burnt the fick and wounded ſoldiers 
alive in a monaſtery, and covered their aſhes 
with dung, renounced their late baptiſm, re- 
turned to the worſhip of their idol gods, and 
maſſacred all the Chriſtians they found in the 

+ A, | | king- 
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Ving dem, in a moſt bark arous and inhuman 
manner, n out their brains, burning and 
ripping them up alive; and amongſt others 
they fc: ze: in Tripoly aa Engliſn Merchant! 
his wife ad ix children, and Fecauſe the wo- 
n an ſtruggled with the Moor that would have “ 
raviſhed her before her huſband's face, and 
vowed to kill herfelf, if he Uciifted not, de⸗ to 
induce her to yield more patiently te his luſt, 
tahbed all ler children one after another, at 
different times, before hers and her huſband's. 
face, then baked them in pies, ſetting them he- 
fore then to eat, or ſtarve ; which horrid ſpec- 
tacle made them both die of grief; whereupon 
they threw their bodies on a rock to be de- 
voured by the fowls of the air, but the ſun 
I difolyed tliem, and the next year a bowe: of 


bj roles ſprung up in the place. 
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HAP. 
Herv the ſeven (Champions arriving in Egypt 
with their Armies. found the Poopic cu ry 
* where fled—low Ptolomy th: King humbled 
himſelf, and was pardened; and of the heavy 
News St. George heard / Sabra, with Eto- 
lomy's Death, Sc. 


| HE army, as I have faid, marching 
from Barbary, ' and paffing peaceably 
through many countries of Africa, (who freely 
opened their gates, and received them friendly, 
providing them flore of (proviſion, and what 
elſe they wanted by the way, yet more _ of 
| | | Win 
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fear than love) they arrived on the confines of 
Egypt, but <cou!d perceive no preparations for 
war, fo that, entering a good way, they found 
the villages deſerted, and the city gates wide 
open, in hich were none but a few aged and 
diſeaſe!) people, uncapable of removing thence. 
At this they wondered; but the wary Gene- 
ral conſidered this might be a ſtratagem to 
catch them in an ambuſh, whilſt they were 
ſtraggling to gather the plunder; where, upon 
pain of death, he charged none to ſtir out of 
his rank, but to kave their arms always in a 
readineſs for fear of a ſurprize: and fo the 


marched on, lenz ing heaps of gold and filver, 


and other rich things in the cities, untouched, 
behind them. They marched on till they came 
within ſight of Ptolomy's palace, on whoſe 
glittering ſpires, St, George no ſooner cafling 
his eyes, but he. burned with anger, to think 
on the indignities and treacheries, that had 
been there put upon him, for the worthy ſer- 
vice he had done the king and kingdom, mak- 
ing a folemn vow to lay it in ruins as low as 
the duſt; exciting his ſoldiers fury by repeat- 


ing the wrongs he had received, to turn it into 


rubbiſh by flame, or any other means, and not 
to leave one fone upon another : and now be- 
ing within bow ſhot of it, whilſt he was or- 
dering and preparing for the aſſault, contrary 
to his expeCtation, the gates flew open, and 
the King of Egypt, -attired in deep mourning, 
attended With the chief of his Nobles in the 
like weeds, came a ſolemn pace towards him; 
2175 | atter 
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after them followed the choiceſt, ſoldiers of the 
kingdom, with broken ſwords and lances, their 
ſhields hanging on their backs; theſe were 
ſucceeded by a thouſand, women and children, 
with Cyprus wreaths on their heads, denoting 


their diſtreſſed condition, and olive branches in 


their hands, denoting they ſued for -peace, 
When they came near the champions, who 
ſtood at the head of their army to expect them, 
they fell on their knees, and made a lamentable 
cry, begging mercy; whilſt the King in thi 
manner ſpoke for himſelf and the reſt, 5 
. © Worthy Knights, | * 
c W HOSE arms are always victorious, 
* behold a King kneeling, who neyex 
© bowed before to mortal man, and pity, his 
« diſtreſs. I am conflrained with ſhame. to 
« confeſs I have wronged, this noble Champion 
© of England, who deſerved better at, my 
© hands; but, alas! I was oyer- perſuaded to it 
by the Morocco King, and did not well 
know what I did, he ſo blinded my diſcern- 
ing faculties with infinuation and flattery, 
« inculcating ſo many groundleſs fears and jea- 
© louſies of our religion, and the ſafety of m 
© kingdom, that it gained too much credit 7 
me; but now I repent with tears that ever I 
* liſtened to him; therefore forget and forgive 
* what I have done: ſpare but my country 
from the devouring ſword, and as for my- 
* ſelf, deal with me as you pleaſe; and this I 
© conjure you, molt noble St. George of Eng- 
| © lands 
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land, by all the love you, profeſs and bear ts 
m daughter, whom you have in your poſ- 
© felon; ſo ſhall the bleſſing of that God you 
© adore ever unite your hearts, and make you 
© Jaſtingly Happy. 

He would have proceeded, but a flood of 
tears topped his utterance; which low ſubmil- 
ſion, and his hoary hairs, ſo moved the noble 
champion to pity him, that, contrary to his 
- firſt reſolve, he not only relented, but raiſing 
the King from his knees, cintitaced bim, and 


freely forgive the offences he had done again 


him, on condit-on that he and all his people 
became Chriſtians. 1 his he williygly conſent- 
ed to; and moreover, entitled. the rich king- 
dem of gypt U don St. George and Sabra, to 
be entir lv theits after bis drath; ſo that the 
obraitt df the land was hereupon turned in- 
to joy and Tongs, muſick and feaſting was 
every whete, and the face of things fctaed ſo 
altered, that nothing could exp 're's mol cou 
faffion.” N 

But during the ume of this rejoicing, as St. 
George was about to march into Perſa, to re- 
venge his impriſonment on the Soldan, a 
Knight came riding up to him, almoit. ſpent 
and faint with haſte and long journies, defiring 
to ſpeak with him in private; and he. knowing 
by his ſtęseh that Knight was of England, ke 

readily conſented to it. 

as toon as they were retired, and the Knight 
had recovered his breath, he began his woeful 
flory in this manner 


© I come, 


T it EE 


— 


your abſence, not bein 
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6 1 faid he, tg bring you news of 
heavineſs and ſorrow; even t wry which has caſt * 


a melancholy cloud of ſadneſs over the whole 
Engliſh nation, and will no doubt touch your 


heart nearer than any others. 


Your fair and 


virtupus Sabra, whom upon your departure 


you left at Coventry, is condemned to die,” 


Ho! ſaid St. George, trembling and 
ſtarting back in amaze, what wickedneſs 


could work ſuch miſchief 1 * the world? 


She 


has no crimes that can deſerve the ſentence. 


Her, ſouh is as bright as the unclonded fun, 
her virtues nothi ng can blot or Rain,” 


an. 


This, replied the Knight, ©] muſt own; 
yet what I ſay is certain truth, the defending 
her honour is the cauſe the dies; from which 


death nothing but a champion to fight 


her 


quarrel, and right injured innocence, can de- 
liver: wherefore, ſhe having a certain time 
allowed her to provide one, and all England; in 


g able to afford one to 


encounter him who is her accuſer, ſhe has ſent. 
me to certify you of the danger ſhe. is in, as 


you will find by 


hand.“ 


George, ſtill trembling 
ſtily, read theſe wards 


« My dear Knight, 


this letter, under her own 
Whereupon, he delivered it, which St. 
, took, and opening 8 har 


. 


OR the conltant Tove I hear You, which ; 


nothing 


but death can obliterate, I 
now in great 


2m 


diftreſs; the which, it, I would 


have vielded to have denicl : ny marriage. bed, [ 
mig lit 
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might have avoided: but for killing the ra- 
viſher, that by lawWefs luſt would have invaded 
my honour and your right, I am now con- 
demned to be bufnt“ dt a public ſtake, unleſs 
ſome kind champion in my quarrel can over- 
come the Baron of Cheſter, who is my accu- 
ſer; but finding none ready to undertake my 
vindication, T have uſed the little time allowed 
me to advertiſe you, my dear Lord, of it; and 
leaving the conſideration of my danger, I re- 
main your chaſte and loving wife, till death, 


S AB RA. 


He no ſooner read this letter, but his eyes 
ſparkled as it were with fire, and his anger 
burned within him, till at laſt it broke out in 
theſe expreflions— | 

Can ungrateful England thus abuſe and 
diſhonour me in the perſon of my dear lady ? 
Have I deſerved no better of her King and peo- 
ple? Well, this injury I would ſurely revenge, 
did not_ the thoughts of its being my native 
- 22086 reſtrain my hands from violent cour- 

= | 

Thus he had proceeded on to vent his anger, 
had not the Knight haſtened him to begin his 
Journey, minding him that the leaſt delay in 
- this cale might be the loſs of his lady's life, 
which could never be recovered again. 
Whereupon he communicated the matter to 
the other champions, with the neceſſity of lis 
departure; whereupon every one of them ſingly 
| offered 
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offered to go in his ſtead, that he might not 
be hindered in proſecuting his revenge againſt 
the Per ſian Soldan; but he would not truſt 
this adventure that fo nearly concerned him, to 
any but himſelf; whereupon he appointed St. 
David of Wales his Lieutenant General, taking 
courteouſly leave of the whole army, and he 
departed for England with all the ſpeed he 
could, only accompanied with the Knight who 
brought him the heavy news. This {ad ſtory 
of Sabra no ſooner came to the ears cf her fa+ 
ther, but through grief he fell into a ſtrange 
kind of diſtraction, roving about his palace, 
and crying out his poor child was dead, his 
dear daughter was murdered; all that could be 
done to comfort him little availing, till at laſt 
thoſe appointed to watch him being negligent 
of their charge, he threw himſelf over the 
battlements of his palace, and falling on the 
hard pavement was fo bruiſed. that he imme- 
diately died, But his body being taken up, he 
was buried in a ſumptuous tomb among his roy- 
al anceſtors, with great ſolemnity; the regency 
of the kingdom _ by the Chriſtian Knights 
delivered to the truſt of twelve of the moſt 
noble men of the realm, to keep it in truſt till 
the arrival of St. George and the Princeſs Sa- 
bra, if Fortune favoured them, | 
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CHAP. XI. 


Hay St. George left Egypt and haſted to Eag⸗ 


land — Hoe he reſcued Sabra, by killing the 
Champion her Accuſer, and with what Welcome 
he was received, an1 other Matters. 


1 wills 
Ek = 


OT. George being now on his way for Eng- 

land, made all the ſpeed he could by fea and 
land, no adventures or delightful objects in his 
way being capable to divert him from the object 
his mind was fixcd on, his joy being very great, 
when failing from the Court of France he be- 
held the chalky cliffs on the thore of his native 
country. 
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The ſame day he landed, was the expiration 
of Sabra's time, and every thing was preparing 
for her execution; yet the heard not of any 
champion that would contend to jultify her 
honour and chaſtity: however, ſhe took cou- 


rage, and prepared with a ſteady mind to re- 


ceive that death that evil chance had laid out 
for her; ſo through lanes of guards and crouds 
of pitying people, ſhe was brought from the 
priſon to the ſtake, where ſhe prepared her de- 
licate body, more ſoft than down of ſwans, 
and whiter than ſnow, as food for the greedy 
flames; fer being ſtripped of her royal orna- 
ments, even to her ſmock, ſhe was bound 
with chains to the poſt by the common execu- 
tioner, and pitch and other fuel placed' about 
her: yet ſhe ſeemed not at'all daunted, though 
the ſight of a ſuffering beauty, for commi trig 
a fact ſhe was forced to for the * guard of 
her honour, drew tears from all eyes but her 
own; fo that ſeeing death ſo near, ſhe reſolv- 
ing to face it without terror, lifted up her 
hands and eyes towards Heaven, to a{k ſtrenoth 
and patience, and that God would receive her 
foul when it ſhould mount in flames to his l- 
mighty Throne. 

Then the King being ſeated on a fcaFold, 
under a canopy. of purple, embroidered With 
gold and pearl, canfed the herals to ſummon the 
challenger, who at the ſound of the trumpet, 


came proudly prancing into the liſt, on a 


ſtrong and ſtately ſteed, with a bridle of ſilver, 
and trapings of gold and precious ſtones. This 


perſon 


* * 
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perſon was Baron of Cheſter, and held to be 
the ſtouteſt Right in. England, and undertook 
this matter becauſe he was near a kin to the 
flaia Earl of Coventry, and could not, with, 
out ſo doing, poſſeſs his lands. Whilſt this 
Champion pranced his horſes: about the liſt, 
the defendant was ſummoned, but none yet 
appeared. This made the lady look as pale as 
aſhes, and fall into a fit of trembling, making 
her ſwan like complaints of her hard fortune 
in theſe words „ 

« Lok down with pity, you bright. cœleſ- 
tial forms, upon my innocence, and ſeeing 
what I have done was in defence of my lite 
and chaſtity; look down, and pardon this 
forced blood-ſhed: receive, Almighty Power, 
whole goodneſs has created me, a ſou] that is 
about to leave this dull earth, and fly to thee; 
or if it be thy pleaſure 1 ſhonld longer conti- 
nue here to praiſe thy glorious name, ſtir up 
the heart of ſome noble knight, inſpiring him 
with pity, ſtrength, and courage, to defend 
my cauſe againſt this inſulter, who urges my 
deſtruQtion.” 

This. ſaid, ſhe flood fixed for any chance 
that might happen, either for death or life; 
but jult as fire was going to be put to her fune- 
ral pile, kind Heaven heard cher prayer, and 
ſent her a deliverer, Her Lord was now at 
hand, who, had he came fix minutes later, had 

lleft her for ever, and at a diſtance, to give no- 
14 tice on what errand he came, he cauſed the! 
48 Knight that rode before him to wave, his ban- 


+. ne 
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ner of- defiance, ſignifying thereby, that he 
intended to elpouſe the Lady's intereſt; to that 
the executioner ſtayed his hand till the Knight 
came up, who made his formal challenge, de- 
mandiag the Lady's liberty, or to combat unt» 
death, in her defence, whoever durſt oppole or 
declare her guilty of a crime. 

Then the trumpets ſounded the charge, 
which bloody blaſt was no ſooner ended, but 
the two champions ruthed together with ſuch 
fury, as made the earth to tremble under their 
horſes · feet: their ſpears ſhivered in a thouſaul 
pieces, and meeting with ſtrong bodies, horſe 
and men fell to the ground, wherein the Baron 
of Cheſter was fo bruiſed, that he lay awhile 
on the earth, caſting up much blood; but re- 
covering a little, he nimbly leaped up, and 
camè in great fury with his mighty faulchion, 
thinking at one deadly blow to revenge the 
difgrace., of his foil, which he had never re- 
ceived from any Knight before, and ſtruck fo 
furi-ully at St. b that he cleft his ſhield 
aſunder;- which ſo enraged the noble champion 
that lifting up his mighty ſword Afcalon, of a 
true tempered edge, by its power and hiked 
virtue, it cut quite through the others arg 
mour, ſo that his arm was ſevered from his 


body, and his ſword fell with it to the ground; 


ſo that by tke ciTuſion of blood he fainted, and 
dropped on, the earth, crying out-—** Worthy 
Champion, w Gewer thou art, be proud ro 
have conquered wes who never was ſubdued 


3 178 | before; 
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_ before;” he, with a violent groan gave up the 
ghoit. 
Upon this, the ſhouts aroſe with univerſal 
Joy, and while they laſted, the noble dt. George 
went to the King, and demanded the captive 
| Lady, which was readily granted him; where- 
14 upon, he immediately unbound her, and co— 
mvered her delicate body from the injury of the 
13 weather, with a ſciriet mantle, till the ladies 
who flocked to rejoice at her deliverance, had 
time to put on her own garments 
. Then St. George mounting her on his ſteed, 
| went on foot, leading him by the bridle, till 
they came to the Court, where great prepara- 
tions were made to entertain them, Here it 
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was that fair Sabra, pouring out abundance of 
thanks, fain would have known who, and of 
| | what 


* 
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oe country her deliverer was; but he con- 
cealed himſelf as yet, that her ſurprize might 
be the greater: at length, by the intreatment 
of her, and ſundry other ladies, he conſented 
to be unarmed. No fooner was his helmet 
taken off, but ſhe knew him, and crying — 
© Ah, my dear Lord!” ran into his arms, that 
were ſpread to receive her, and ſwooned away 
in an extaſy of joy too mighty for her ſpirits; 
but he and the ladies preſent ſoon, brought her 
to herſelf again; then a thouſand love endear- 
ing expreſſions paſſed between theſe conſtant 
lovers, too many here to expreſs. 

The King no ſooner heard that it was fair 
Sabra's Lord, and his country's champion, who 
had in honour of England, done ſuck wonders 
abroad, but he came attended with his nobles, 
his queen, and divers beautiful ladies, and wel- 
camed him with his kind embraces; cauſing 
the bells to ring, the conduits to gan wine, and 
feaſting to be held for ten days, with ſuch roy- 
alty, that this land in any king's reign beheld 
not the like before, ſo that the mourning for 
the late expected tragedy was turned into uni- 
verſal joy. 
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How St. George and Sabra left England—She 
relates to him the Story of her intended Raviſh- 
ment—How they arrived in the Land of Ama- 
zons, with the 2 they 9 there, 
Faye by. Inchantment, 
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_ noble champion St George, having || 
ſtaved about . twenty days In England, 
remembered his companions that were now 
wirring againſt che Soldan of Perſia, in his 
quarrel, and concluding his honour would ſuf- 
fer 


? e {tf 


ving 
and, 


now 
\ his 
| ſuf- 


ter 


Seven Champions of Chriftendom. 77 


fer if be delayed returning any longer than 
was needful for his aifiirs, he took leave of the 
Engliſh Court, taking the beauteous Sabra 
along with him, refolving no more to truft 
that dear pledge of his love ever at the like 
diſtance from him again; and fo paſſing the ſeas 
to Grecia, they made their neareſt way to Per- 
ſia: but wandering in Armenia, and on the 
Hyrcania mountains, paſſing to Bactria, they 
found themſelves out of the way, not knowing 
how to get into it again; however, they took 
courage, and {at down under a curious tuft of 


trees, by a curious fountain, to expect the 


coming of ſome traveller, that might direct 
them in a right courſe to Suſa, a trontier of 
Perſia: and here it was that St. George, to 
ſpin out -the .tedious hours, intreated his lady 
to tel! him more of the particulars of her late 
adventure, than yet he hid had leiſure to be 
informed off, At this, ſhe could not forbear 
trembling; but, recolleting her courage, the, 
ta pleaſe her Lord, thus begatt— 3 
* dome months after your depatture, when 
you lett me in your native country, I was en⸗ 
tertained as beſcemed my quality, and had no 
care but for your ſafety, till one evening, go- 
ing with ſome ladies to refreſh myſelf in a 


| pleaſant grove without the walls. the luſtful 


Ear] of Coventry, meeting us on our return, 
caſt his eyes on my little beiuty, and was fo 
enflamed with the deſire f enjoying me, that, 
he contrived, as I afterwards heard, ſeveral 
ways to bribe thoſe that attended me, to let 
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him into my apartment, that he might ſurprize 
me at an advantage; but their faithfulneſs he- 
ing above it, though they would not then tell 
me, for fear of diſturbing my peace in your 
-abſence, he reſolved to try if by flattery he 
could work upon me to yield up the fortreſs of 
my chaltity; and therefore he prepared a ſtate- 
ly banquet with muſick, maſques, and dancing, 
for the entertainment of the young ladies of 
Coventry; to which JI, not knowing his de- 
fgn, went ignorantly ; when he, leading we a 
dance, he took an opportunity, when it was 
ended, to draw me aſide to the window, and 
fetching a deep figh, he began in a low and 
paſſionate tone, to pour out his amorous ex- 
preſſions in my ears, urging what treaſures and 
great felicities ſhould be mine, if I would con- 
deſcend to love him, and ſuffer him to enjoy 
me, At this unexpected d:\:zourle I bluſhed, 
and ſtarted, faying—* Is this, Sir, the enter- 
tainment you deſigned to ladies, to lay fnares 
for their honour and chaſtity, by.inviting them 
to your houſe? Alas! what love can you re- 
quire of me, unleſs it be that which is diſho- 
neſt, ſeeing 1 am already married, and have 
vowed my entire affections to my true Lord, 
never to place them any where elſe? And 
ſure a noble mind cannot condeſcend ſo low, as 
to wiſh a ſtain on virtue!” I perceived by the 
often changing of his countenance, this anſwer 
was nothing pleaſing to him; but, as he was 
going to reply, ſome of the ladies came near 
ip entreat us to make up a new ſet- dance, 
Tm which 
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which hindered him from ſaying what he fur- 
ther intended, and gave me an opportunity to 
difintangle myſelf at that time; fo, excufting 
myſelf from dancing, by reaſon of a ſudden 
illneſs I pretended, I went to my own apart= 
ment, much vexed and troubled in mind at 
what I had diſcovered, and took all occaſions 
poſſible for the future, to ſhun his company, 
thinking his lawleſs paſſion, by abſence, might 
expire. But on, the contrary, feeding himtelf 
with hopes, he continued to feed his flame 
with freſh fuel; and finding all his amorous 
letters and rich preſents rejected by me, he re- 
ſolved on a deſperate courſe, and about the 
cool of the evening, the knowu time I ufed to 
walk in my garden, he being got in over a 
high wall, by the means of a rope ladder, hid 
himſelt under a taft of roſe trees; and as 1 
came into that ſ-ſitarv W * his eyes all flam- 


ing, and his heart raged with loft, he ſeized 
me b rem ard forced me to fit 
down 9 es, aying— 

wa Fair 


„tes now in my power to 
force that vo which you have hithesto 
denied me; yc had rather it ſhould proceed 
from your free grant and loving compliayce. 
Your wandering knight is by this time nor 
doubt dead, or at leaſt never intends to return 
to you any more; therefore, by fairly yielding, 
you will become miſtreſs of me, and all my 
large poſſeſſions; but if you refuſe, I will force 
you on this place; and to prevent your telling 
ſtories, or writing to diſcover what is done, 
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ill cut out your tongue, and Jop off your 
hands, after! have had my wiil of you. 

Seeing him thus retGjuie and blood) FER, 
and my G:lire being that he would kill me, ra- 
<a than tt my ſionour, but fierviing I could 
not preva' 1 with lum fo to do, I be gan to leem 
of a ſudden more kind, and defired an ho:r's 
time to conſider of it, and frame myſelf to 
comply with him. Ibis he granted, but not 
that 1 ſhould fir from him ti'l ke accompliſhed 
his deſires; whereupen, he unadviſedly laying 
his head in my lap, through the fumes of wine 
he had drank that day, and the charms of my 
tuneful voice, he fell aſleep, when, drawing 
out his dagger, and finding no other means to 
eſcape with my chaſtity, I gave him the fatal 
blow which ended his life in a minute, and for 
which | was ſeized, and had ſuffered death in 
the manner as you ſaw, had not kind Provi- 
dence ſent Jou in a happy time to work my de- 
liverance.“ | 
She had no ſooner finiſhed her ſtory, but the 
noble Champion embraced her, giving her ma- 
ny tender kiſſes, and highly commended her 
for her conſtancy and courage. | 

By this time, they efpied an old hermit, who 
wandered from his cave to gather wild fruit for 
his ſubſiſtence, to whom St. George addrefled 
hunſelf, intreating he would direct him the 
ready way to Perſia; who told him, that he was 
much out of his way, but that it was a deal 
fu. her to go back again than to paſs over the 
mountains he ſaw at a diſtance on his right- 
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hand, though he would meet with ſome diffi- 
culty in doing it, and then entering into the 
confines of the Amazonian countty, when he 
had paſſed that, the way was firait before him 
to 1 auris, and from thence he might eaſily go 
into any part of the Perſian dominions: here- 
upon, he and Sabra mounted, and rode to the 
mountains of Amanus, over Which, by clam- 
bering mighty rocks, they paſſed the top of 

thoſe mountains, which by reaſon of their, 
great height, were covered, ſummer and win- 
ter, with ice and ſnow. | 

Having paſſed this difficulty, they defeended 
into a ſpacious plain country; but in it the 
could ſde ng people: the houfes where deſertedy 
and the trees every where blaſted, and the 
fruits of the earth, which had to appearance 
been much, lay ſcattered, or ſpoiled by fire. 
This made the Champion and his fair Lady 
wonder who, or. what it ſhould be, that had 
wrought fuch deſolation; the which, whilft it 
laſted, caſting up their eyes, they faw a ſtately 
pavilion at a diftance, erected before the gates 
of a beautiful tower or palace; fo thither they 
rode, in hopes to find in it ſome living crea- 
tures, of whom they might enquire further of 
the matter, as likewiſe of their way. | '\ 

This pavilion, coming nearer to it, they 
perceived to be exceeding rich and beautiful, 
all of green and crimſon, wrought with ſilk; 
gold, and pear], by Indian maids, When en- 
tering, they perceived a beautiful virgin clad in 
purple embroidered robes, with a golden crown 


, on 
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on her head, glittering with precious ſtones; 
in her hand ſhe had a ſilver bow, and at her 
ſide hung, in a violet coloured ſcarf, a quiver 
of arrows pointed with gold, and round about 
her chair ſtood divers tall and beautiful vir- 
gins, in the like attire, but not fo rich, and 
without crowns on their heads, ſhe repreſent- 
ing Diana, the Goddeſs of Chaſtity, in the 
midſt of ber beauteoas nymphs; yet a ſilent 
borrow appeared on every brow, as if ſome 
great misfortune had befallen them; which 
made St. George addreſs himfelf to her, who, 
dy the enſigns of majeſty ſhe wore, he could 
not but take to be the chief, ſaying 


— 


Ze — — — —ẽ 
— —— — — — 


—— — 
— 


5 


Winne 


TT III III = JED 
pff e , Wit e 
8 Lum ee 3 1 Wr 


eme, 


4 
4 SS 


0 . j 


— 


= 3” === — — 


fuit 


Mott incomparable Lady, pardon my pre- 
ſumption, for intruding as a forbidden gueſt 
into this ſtately pavilion; andgr ant, if it may 
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ſuit with your good liking to me, that know- 
ledge why you are thus ſad, and what ill-hap 
has befallen this country; and I promiſe, by 
the dignities of my knighthood, to right you, 
on thoſe that have done you wrong, all that 
lies in my power; for though here | appear as 
a ſingle perſon, yet I have armies at command, 
if my own force ſhould fail me in the enter- 
prize.“ ä | 
To this, bowing over her ſcepter, with a 
modeſt and graceful countenance, ſhe thus re- 
led— - > 
. Courteous Knight, I thank you for this 
kind offer; but fear what has occaſtoned my 
ſorrow is beyond your power to redreſs; yet, 
not to appear diſcourteous in refuſing you the 
knowledge of it, know my mother dying ſome 
years ſince, I ſucceeded her as Queen of tlie 
Amazons, at which time a Necromancer hap» 
pened to arrive in my country, who caſting his 
eyes on my beauty, and knowing my degree fo 
far above him, he thought his open courtſhip 
would be utterly fejected, as knowing 1 had 
denied the important fuits of kings, and re- 
ſolving to live a ſpotleſs virgin; wherefore, he 
worked under-hand, 'by charms and inchant- 
ments, ſo that he doubted not this way to pre- 
vail; but by virtue of a ring I wear on my 
finger his inchantments had no power over me; 
which he perceiving, his love, or rather juſt, 
was turned into mortal hatred and revenge: fo 
that, by his magic ſpells, raiſing a caſtle out of 
the earth, he placed infernal ſpirits in it, to 


caſt 
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caſt * fogs and vapours, mixed with hail 
and fire, to the. utmoſt borders of my country, 

to deſtroy all that was pleaſant in it; which, 
through famine, and peſtiience, has rendered 
thus deſolate,” | 

«© Where is this caſtle?” ſaid the hid: {3 
4 it may be | may be ordained to fling fuch 
yengeance on his head, as may make him too 
ſadly 1epent the miſchief. he has done,” 

Alas!“ ſaid the ſorrowful Queen, „it is 
not in the power of any knight to do it; fer 
though he is now abſent, aſſiſting the Perſian 
Soldau againft the Chriſtian, armies, with le- 
gions of his infernal crew, yet he has left, as 
his ſubſtitute,, a giant of mighty ature, who. 
has, by mighty ſtrength, overcome whole 
bands of knights that have tried the adventure, 
and made them captives in miſerable dungeons, 
within the walls of the caſtle, which is ſur- 
rounded. with thick darknels, many miles be- 
foreany one can come at it,” 

No matter for that,” ſaid the undaunted 
courageous champion, « with your permiſhon 
I will yenture my life and honour for the ſake 
of, you and your country, in finiſhing this in- 
chantment.” f dig 


The Amazonian Queen no ſooner heard bim- 


Wille expreſs this gallantry, with an undaunted: 


countenance, but ſhe applayded his magnant- 
mous generolity, and promiſed, that ſhe and 
her ladies, in the mean while, would pray to- 
the immortal Powers for his profperous ſuc- 
&{, Whereupon, recommending Sabra (who 
was 
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il was ſad at his departure) to their, care, till his 
* return, he mounted his ſtately ſtecd, and rode 
n, as he was directed by the Amazonian Queen, 
d towards the dreadtul place, encompaſſed with 


darxneſs, and encloſing many ghaſtly terrors, 
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my How St. George, undertaking to deſtrey the n- 
I chanted Gaftle of Oſmond, overcame a mighty 
mw. Cant, finiſhed the Inchantment, and reftored 
the Country of the Amazons Flow Seven Vir. 
gin: were raviſh:d and /lain in a Wood, &c. 


1.4188 THE noble Champion no ſooner entered 
I the dark miſt that ſpread round the caſ- 
tle for many miles, but he heard a horrible 


hiſſing 
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hifing of ſnakes, who ſuddenly aſſaulted him; 
againſt whom, whilſt he defended himſelf with 
his truſty ſword, (cutting and mangling them 
lo dreadfully, that their yet moving pieces, 
like ruthes, ttrewed all the place) he was aſ- 
ſaulted with great birds, beetles, hornets, and 
other offenſive creatures, brought thither by 
inchantment, who very much annoyed and 
grievouſly ſtung both him and his horſe: how- 
ever, With an undaunted mind, he forced on 
his way, till he came to a black river, in- 
cloled with high banks, the water to appear- 
ance being full of crocodiles and allegators: 
over this there was but one narrow bridge to 
paſs, defended by a mighty giant, with a ſtrong 
mace of ſteel, bet v een whom and the cham- 
pion began a cruel fight; but at laſt the-giant, 
growing weary with the infinite ſweat that 
Rowed from him, gave back, whereupon the 
nobte Champion, redoubling his blows, ſtruck 
him fo furioufly on the unwarded forghead, that 
he felled him to the ground, and ſtood over 
him, ready to ſtrike off his monſterous head, 
when, with a voice like thunder, he cried out 
for mercy, promiſing, if he would ſpare his 
life, to be the Knight's ſeryant, and faithful to 
him all his days: whereupon, St, George, on 
condition of his diſcovering to him the man- 
ner of the inchantment, that he might finiſh. 
It, conſented to give him his life, and take him 
for his ſervant, 


Then 
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Then he told him, that in a cave within, as 
ſoon as he deſcended the front ſtairs of the caſ- 


tle, he would find a fire ſpringing out of the 
earth by magic, which had occaſioned all the” 


BY  milchiet in the Amazonian land; and that it 


could only be quenched by a fountain of black 
water a little diſtant, the which was guarded 
by many ugly ſpirits; and then upon it's being 
ettinguiſhed, the inchantment would ceaſe. 
Hereupon, the valiant Knight, leaving the 
giant to hold his horſe, entered down a pair of 
dark ſtairs, where he felt terrible blows, and 
heard lamentable crics, but could ſee nothing: 
at laſt, there came out, upon the breaking open 
a door, ſo much ſmoke and heat, that he was 
near being ſtifled; yet at laſt it cleared up a 
little, and he beheld a fire ſprouting out of the 
earth, from whence proceeded the diſmal va- 
pours, thunder, and lightning, that had an- 
noyed and waſted the country. | 
Approaching this flame, he found it was 
guarded by divers fiends and helliſh ſpirits, 
through whoſe threatening fury he paſſed to 
the fountain he perceived a little heyond it, 
when in his ſhield (notwithſtanding the reſiſt - 
ance that was made by whirlwinds and flaſhes 
of flame) he took up as, much water as it 
would hold, which he caſt into the fire, where- 


upon the caſtle vaniſhed with much thunder 


and lightning, terrible noiſf and cries, ſue- 
ceeded by a violent earthquake, whereupon the 


{ky cleared up, and the ſun ſhone bright, 


The 
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The inchantment by this means being finiſh- 
ed, St. Geo ge, with the giant, went to the 
Amazonian paviiion, where he was welcomed 
by the Queen and her Ladies, with all poſſible 
demonſtrations of joy; but eſpecially by the 
fr Sabra, who had all the while prayed to 
Heaven for his protection, v ctory, and fafe 
return; fo that, for ſeveral days, feaſting and 
muſick continued: hut an unhappy zccident 
fell out, which abated much of the mirth, be- 
fore the appointed days were ended, 


his repoſe, after his weary and hazardous ad- 
venture, with ſeven of the Queen's ladies, 
went to take the evening air, which the giant 
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who lay without the pavilion, and had never 


ſen ſuch beauties before) perceiving, ſecretly 
** 


followed 
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It happened that Sabra, whilſt her Lord took 
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followed them into a retired- grove, and burn- 


ing with Juſt to enjoy ſuch rare creatures, hid 
himfelt there behind a thicker, and ſeized by 
ſurpriſe the ſeven ladies who were foremoit, 
bound them with withs of woodbine, and ra- 
viſhed them; at the fight of which horrid fact, 
the trembling Sabra, whom he had not taken, 
by reaſon ſhe was a pretty way from and un- 
diſcovered by him, hid herſelf behind a mul- 
berry tree; and now, fearing this villainy 
ſhould be diſcovered, he murdered the poor la- 
dies, by beating out their brains againit an oak 


tree, and throwing them into a pit, covered 
their dead bodies with ſtones and earth. 


After this great wickedneſs, by his ſtrong 
ſcent he diſcovered where Sabra lay hid ; but 
ſhe, by this time, to ſecure her chaſtity, had 
poiſoned her fair face with a bottle of infec- 


tion, which, ever ſince her laſt extremity, ſhe 


kept about her to the end of her life, for the 
preſervation of her. honour, if need urged it, 
that ſhe looked fo leprous and deformed a crea- 
ture in his eyes, as made him loathe her fight, 


and take her for a worſe monRer than himſelf, 


ſo that he left her, and ranged up and down 
the country, not ſo much ſtung by guilt, as 


he feared the revenge of the Engliſh Cham- 
pion, when his foul act ſhould come to be 
known; till at laſt, to prevent the puniſhment, 
he deſperately threw himſelf from an adjacent 
rock, and daſhed, in that fall, his monſtrous 
body to pieces, and fo ended his wicked and de- 
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St. George having notice his lady was gone 
abroad, and that ſhe returned not in a ſeaſona- 
ble hour, ſulpected ſoine miſhap was befallen 
her, and the ladies that accompanied her; efpe- 
cially the giant being likewiſe miſſing, ſo that 
taking his truſty ſword, he ranged the woods, 
till, by her ſighs and lamentations, he found 
her out, but ſo defo med, that had it not been 
for her voice, he co uld not have known her, and 
having enquired iutòo the micfortune of her be- 
ing reduced to ti. is miſery, and not far diſtant, 
finding the pit where the dead bodies of the 
ladies were buried in, he vowed the moſt cruel 
revenge in the world upon the giant; but 
ſearching to find him out, he ſaw he had pre- 
vent=d him, by being his own executioner. 

Wh-reupon, with his ſorrowful lady, he re- 
turned, with great grief, to the Amazonian pa- 
vilion, where the ſight of the deformed Sabra, 
and the relation of what had further happen- 
ed, fo grieved the fair Queen, that ſhe ſunk 
from her chair of ſtate, into a deadly ſwoon; 
yet ina little time being recovered, ſhe bewailed 
the misfortune of her dear companions, and 
more, that of the fair Sabra, endeavouring, by 
medicines and art. to recover her beauty, 
which ſucceeded ſo well, that in a few days ſhe 
was reſtored to her charming luſtre, | 


CHAP. 


TI Hiſtory of the 


Er. <4 


How travelling through a Wildern:ſs, Sabra fell 

in Labour, and was deiiv.red 4 three fair 
Sons—low, in St, George's Abſ-nce, they 
were carricd away ly wild  Beafts, und by 
what Means recev red How they were crown- 
ed in Egypt, King and Pucen; and what 
. happened to the Chriſtian Army in Perſia, c. 


* 
* 
Tas . 


T. George having reſtored the Amazonian 
Queen to the quiet poſſeſſion of her coun- 


try, by diſſolving the inchantment, began to 
caſt in his mind to what purpoſe he departed 
from England, which was to aſſiſt his fellow 
champions againit the Perſian Soldan, whom he 
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ſuppoſed by this time fighting in his quarrel ; 
ſo that, taking leave of the Queen, who parted 
not with him and his lady without tears, he 
rode through many defarts and wilderneſſus full 
of fearful wild beaſts, tilt at length he was 
for:ed to take his lady from her paltry, by rea- 
ſon of the exceeding pain that afflicted her, 
occaſioned by the {welling burden of her womb, 
being ripe for delivery, which ſo encreaſed upon 
ber, that inſtead of a rich pavilion, or a{{tatel 
alcove in a palace, ſhe was forced to take up 
under a {preading beech, on a bed of moſs, her 
curtains being the ſpreading flowers that grew 
round about it, and her canopy the ſpreading 
branches of the tree: but wlhlit St. George 
haſtened to ſeek for ſome female aſſiſtance, to 
help her. in her great extremity, her cries 
wrought ſuch compaſſion in the Queen of 
Fairies, to whom. that grove was conſecrated, 
that ſhe came not only to help her in her deli- 
very, which ſucceſsfully happened, but brought 
her all ncceſſaries; fo that, St. George in his 
(fruitleſs return, wondered to find her ſafely de- 
livered of three fair ſons, placed in three rich 
cradles, and ſhe laid on a princely embroidered 
bed, with curtains of Perſian filk, and a crim- 
ſon canopy over it: but having heard the ſtory, 
he lifted up his hands to Heaven, and returned 
immortal thanks for ſuch a providence, 

Food now being the only thing that was 
wanting, alter he had kiſſed his lady and ten- 
der infants, he went in ſearch of it; but in his 
ablence great woe befel, a lioneſs, a tygreſs, 
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and wolf came and took the ſweet babes out of 
the cradle, the mether's ſtrength little availing 
to reſcue them, and her piteous cries leſs, ſo 


that, without hurting them, they bore them 
away with a mighty ſwift pace, 


St. George returning with veniſon, and ſome 


"wild fowl he had taken, was much amazed 


when he ſaw his lady all in tears, and the in- 
fants gone; yet, no ſooner he khew by what 
means they were conveyed away, but throwing 
down his proviſion, he haſted in ſearch of them, 
vowing either to recover them, or to loſe his 
own life. A long time he wandered about the 
woods and mountains; till at laſt, by one of 
their cries, he was directed to them in a cave, 
at the bottom cf a rock, where he found them 
ſuckling like Romulus and Rhemus, at the teats 


of the before named furious wild beaſts, from 


whence he took them without any. interrup- 


tion, they fawning at his feet, and in a token 


of kindneſs, attended him to the place where 
Sabra lay, and then returned to their reſpeCtive 

; J 
 Sabra was exceedingly tranſported with joy, 
when ſhe ſaw her children recovered; ſo that, 
getting ſo much ftrength as to fit on horſeback, 
they went to the ſea fide, took ſhipping, and 


by reaſon of her weakneſs, and his babes yet 
undiſpoſed of, he thought it not yet fit to go 


unto Perſia, but directed his courſe for Egypt, 


and was there waited on by the twelve Peers at 


his landing, and moſt magnificently entertained 


with all imaginable demonſtrations of Joy; 
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and ſuch royal preparations made for the 
crowning them King and Queen of Egypt, 
that the like had never been ſeen in that land 
before: and fo rich were the preſents of gold, 
ſilver, pearls, ſilks, and precious ſtones, given 
at the coronation, by the Nobles, Ladies, and 
Merchants, that they were ſufficient to purchaſe 
a petty kingdom. 

The other ſix Chimpions with their army, 
by this time had waſted a great part of the Per- 
ſian Soldan's dominions. enriching themſelves 
with the ſpoils of a hundred towns and cities; 
and in a great battle, wich laſted five days, 
and in which two hundred thouſand of the Pa- 


gans were ſlain, they gained a mighty victory, 


inſomuch that the Solan, &aring ſuch another 
encounter might be the ruin of himſelf and his 
whole army, he drew his ſcattered forces with- 
in the walls of his grand city of Belgor, and 
fortified it with all diligence in the beſt and 
ſtrongeſt manner. Yet he had not long reſted, 


ere the Chriſtian army encompaſſed it, and 


dattered the wall with furious rams in divers 
places, which made them to tremble and fend, 
lo that the Soldan, fearing thev would enter, 
went in great haſte to Oſmond, the necroman- 
eer, who had done ſo much miſchief to the 
Amazonians, and whoſe enchanted tower or 
caſtle was fruſtrated by the valour of the Eng- 
hiſn Champion, and entreated him, ſeeing ht- 


man force availed not, that by his art and ma- 
gic he would aſſiſt him. | 
| This 
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This Oſmond promiſed to do, if he would 


ſally out the next day with all his power; fo, 


when the two armies were engaged in a bloody 


conflict, he went into a dark valley, and with 


his magic wand making a circle, and his ſtrange 
character, muttering horrid charms, immedi- 
ately the ſky was covered withiblackneſs, the 
clouds were ſhivered with mighty thundering 


and lightning, and fire run on the ground, 


when immediately a pitchy cloud deſcended in 


the front of the Chtiſtian army, which opening 
there, iſſued out a legion of infernal fpirits, 


with horrid cries, who overthrew, in many 
laces, men and horſes; likewiſe, with the 
blaſts of fire that proceeded ont of their 
mouths; they ſcorched and miſerably burned 


others, toſſing ſome up in the air, who were 
bruited 
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mies, that the 
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bruiſed to death in the fall. But the great bane 
ner of the croſs was no ſooner ditplayed, but 
they all vaniſhed: and then the Chriſtians tak- 
ing new nee, ſlew fo many of their ene- 

elds of Mayors, whereon they 
fonght, was puddled oyer with blood, and 
piled up with heaps of dead bodies, 

St. George having reſtored things to what 
they were at firſt, exhorted his foldiers to a 
general aſſault on the city, which they the next 
morning ſtormed in ten ſeveral places, makin 
the ſtreet float with blood, and fo breaking 
into the palace, took the Soldan and his Vice- 
roys, or Governors of kingdoms under him, 
priſoners. Theſe ſix, upon paying great ran- 
ſomg, were ſet at liberty; but the Soldan, re- 
fuſing to turn Chriſtian, and blaſpheming the 
God of Heaven, was caſt into the dungeon, 
wherein he had impriſoned St. George ſeven 
years; where, making a piteous complaint, and 
curſing his ſtars, he ended his miſerable life, 
by heating out his brains againſt a ſtone pillar, 
Then, by general conſent, St, George was 
proclaimed Emperor; but ſoon after returned 
with the other Champions for England, and 
was received with more joy than can be here 


expyeſſeg. 
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Hi St. George and the ether Champions arrived 
in England, and ſent for Sabra and big three 
Sens—1!ow by a Fall in a Hunting-match ſhe 
came by her Death Ye Manner of her Burial 


à Pilgrimage, and how the three young Princes 
were warncd by their Mother's, Ghoft to follotu 
them, and of the Keſcue they brought to a Lady. 


HE Seven Champions, after overcoming 

a terrible ſtorm at fea, and deſtroying ſe- 
veral pirates chat ſet vpon them in hopes of a 
| rich 


and Tomb— Ho the Seven Champions vowed + 
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rich prize, ſafely landed in England, where 
they were received with great expreſſions of 
joy, eſpecially in the famous City of, London, 
where they held theix reſidęenee; and during 
the time of the feaſts and triumphs were made 
in honour of them, yt; George, being mindful 
of the dear pledges, of his love, ſent: divers 
gallant knights imo Egypt, to attend his bheau- 
teous Sabra into his native country; writing 
letters to che Emperor of Rome, ande the two 
Nings who, had his ſens in tuition, to ſend, 
them to him; they, being by this time grown to 
years of maturity, all of them happily arrived 
together, aud received a welcome 7 — 
preſhon, 1 „ e „ 
. When, among other princely: ſports, a- ſo- 
lemn hunting was appointed iu the ſpacious fo- 
reft, which then ſtood where Barnet, now: 
jrands: the fair Sabra, willing to fee the acti- 
vity and noble courage of her ſons in that; 
princely ſport, relolved to accompany het 
Lord, mounted with her ſilver bow, quiver, 
and breaſt- plate, like: Diana on a fiery, Spaniſh 
gennet. ia bt W *1 
They no ſooner entered the foreſt,. but three 
drops of blood fell from St. Geopge's noſe, and 
a flock of croaking ravens flew round him. 
Theſe ſigns much perplexed him, as having al - 
ways been the fore-runners of ſome danger to 
him. Yet, a ftatcly ſtag being rouſed, they 
following of the chace, ſomewhat diverted his 
melancholy thoughts; but, alas! this .paſtime 
was ſoon · turned into mourning, for fair Sabra 
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ſtraining her horſe to keep pace with the fore- 
moſt, he ſtartled ſuddenly upon rhe turn of the 
ſtag, and threw her with a violent ſoree into a 
prickly brake full of deadly ſharp thorns, 
which fo rent and tore her ſnow-white ſkin in 
every part, that it was changed into a crimfon, 
ſo that the blood guſhing out amain, notwith- 
ſtanding all that her Lord-and the reſt could do, 
ſhe found, through the bruiſe ſhe had received, 
and the loſs of blood, ſhe had not long to live; 
wherefore, tenderly kiffing him who ſtood over 
her, all bedewed in tears, and embracing her 
ſons, ſhe gave them her bleſſing; charging 


them to follow their father's ſteps in honoura- 


ble and virtuous ways, ſuccouring the oppreſſed 
and chaftizing tyrants; not to injure orphans or 
widows, nor wrong the chaſtity of damſels : 
after which, fetching a deep figh, ſhe ſunk 
down in the arms of her huſband, pale Death 
cruelly cloſing the eyes of the faireſt creature 
that ever breathed on earth in endleſs ſlumber; 
whoſe unfortunate end turned the joy of the 
whole land into deep ſorrow and mourning. 
Her funeral was celebrated with all the ſolemn 
pomp imaginable, and a ſtately tomb raiſed 
over her, on which were various curious devi- 
ecs engraven, refembling her chaſtity, conſtan- 
cy, beauty, and all the ornaments of her gra- 
ces and virtues, Her fons making this epitaph 
on her, hanging it over her fleeping image, en- 
graved on a tablet of ſilver, ſet with precious 
ſtones— - | 
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Reader, paſs not, but let thy tears be ſhed 
Over the beauteous ani the virtuous ded? 
Loyal and chaſte ſhe was, and all her lite 
Did pattern out a kind and loving wife. 

By the hard Deſtinies her doom was wrought, 


A cruel fall her ſad deſt ruction broyghat. 


Yet though her body lies in this cold tomb, 
The earth's too feanty for her ſouP's vaſt doom; 
It's wing'd for heaven, and took a haſty flight, 
For crowns of bleſſings in the realms of light: 
However, weep, ſince Death has taken more 
Than Nature to the world can der reſtore. 


After the funeral ſolemnities were over, St. 
George vowed to go a pilgrimage to Jeruſalem 
barefooted in poor attire, to view the Holy 
ſepulchre, and other things highly in eſteem 
with Chritzian Pilgrims, ſo to expiate for his 
ſins, and appeaſe the ghoſt of his departed 
lady, by whoſe unluckv hunting-match fhe 
had Joſt her life. This reſolution being made 
known to the other ſix Champions, they, for 
the love they bore him, reſolved to accompany 
him in the ſame manner. | | 

1 muſt now return to the three young prin- 
ces, fons to the noble Engliſh Champion, who - 
were left at home to mourn over their mother's + 
tomb. In this they ſo contended who ſhould 


exceed each other in ſorrow, that they fell at 
variance about it; yet at laſt agreed to try an 


experiment to conclude, which was, that he 
who could bring the rareſt preſent, and preſent 
i E 3 it 


1.02 Nie Hiftor y of tl 


it on her monument, ſhould be worthily ac 
counted chief, mourner; whereupon, the eldeſt 
repaired to an inchantreſs that lived in a cave, 
in a wood ſome miles on the north of the city, 
who, for a great reward, though it was in the 
depth of Winter, ſent her ſpirit to fetch all 
manner of curious fragrant flowers that the 
earth could afford. Theſe ſhe made up into a 
crown like a garland, and ſo enchanted them 
that they ſhould never fade, but be ever bloom- 
ing and caſt an odoriferous ſcent. The next in 
birth brought a filver lute, which he hanged fo 
advantageouſly, that at every breathing of the 
wind the lute would tune melodiouſly without 
being touched with human hands. The third 
came attired in white ſilken robes, with a ſil- 
ver baſon and à poniard in his hands, when 


| opening his boſom, he pricked his tender fleſh 


With the ſharp pointed weapon, end Jet out 
[thirty drops of his blood into the baton, which 
he offered on the tomb, as the deareſt thing he 
could produce to expreſs his affections to his 
dead mother; ſo that his two other brothers 
concluding he had got the glory from them, 
fell upon him tc flay him; when immediately 
the tomb flew open, and their mother's ghoſt 
appeared, charging them to foi bear, and live 
in unity as they tendered her ſoul's reſt: allo, 
that they ſhould haſte to the HOLY LAND 
to their father's reſcue, who was there in great 
danger of his life; and fo, immediately vaniſh- 
ing into the air, the tomb cloſed again. 


They 
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They were then diſmiſſed, to purſue their 
intended voyage, and failing up the Straights 
they landed on the coaſt of Provence in Frage, 
where, travelling by the {ide of a large foreſt, 
they heard the lamentable cry of a diſtreſſed 


virgin, which made them alight, and tying 
thei: horſes to a beech tree, entered the woods 
with their drawn ſwords; wherein they: had 
not far gone, but directed by the cry, which 
0 continued in a piteous manner, they be- 
eld a beauteous virgin lying on her back, in 
an unſeemly poſture, and coming nearer, they 
perceived ſhe was ſtaked down to the ground 
by the hair of the head. The baſhful young 
Knights, at this unuſual fight began to retire, 
and cover their faces that overſpread with 
* E 4 | bluſts 
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bluſhes: however, at laſt taking courage, they 
threw their ſcarfs of knighthood over the lady, 
to cover her nakedneis, anc „bound her with 
all the ipeed they couid, by reaſon that through 


an extraordinary ſenſe of modeſty, ſhe fainted 


at the fight of them. 
Being come to herſelf, ſhe thus began— 
„ Worthy Chriſtian Knights, for fo by the 
bloody croſſes you wear on your ſhields, I 
elleem you to be, | return you a thouſand 
thanks for the timely reſcue you brought to 
five my chaſtity, when ] was at the point of 
being ravitied by three deformed Moore, who 
fragged me trom my aged father's little man- 
hon, not far frem hence, where I fear he will 
expir- tore I can return to let him fee | am in 
ſafet y.“ | | 
Ins ſhe no ſooner faid, but the Knights de- 
manded which way the villains went, that they 
might deſtroy them; and being directed, Alex- 
ander ſtayed with her as her guard, whilſt the 
others purived the Mocrs; and in the mean 
time, ſitting on a moſſy bank, ſhe told him the 
was daughter to the Duke of Normandy whoſe 
country the French King had taken from him; 
ſo that, wandering as exiles, they had built a 
little hut in that foreſt, and covered it with 
'turf, living on wild fruits, roots, &c. till Fro- 
vidence ſhou'd better order their affairs; and 
that in ſuch their low eitate they had lived in 
peace and fwe-t content, till theſe Moors un- 
luckily found out their abode, By this time, 
the two voung Princes, Who went in fearch, 
: | | ame 


Seven Champions of Olriflendom. 205 


came with the heads of the Moors, having 
taken them off their cowardly bodies, where 
they found them cloſe hid in a thicket, almoſt 
dead for fear. 


This being dene, they recommended her te 
the care of Heaven, and proſecuted their way 
to Jeruſalem; ſo I leave them, to enquire after 
the Seven Champions that had been gone long 
before to view the HOLY LAND. 
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How the Seven Champions tried the Adventure of 

the Golden Fountain— How St. George killed a 

* mighty Giant, and releaſed the Six that were 
talen Priſencrs—Of their Arrival at the Holy 
Sepulchre, and how they were warned by a 
Voice to depart--= How, being almoſt famiſhed, 
St. George relicved them, by killing a Giant in 
Arabia, &c., 


4 
. 


THE Seven Champions, after many a 
weary ftep, arrived within the confines 
of the flovriſning City of Damaſcus, where, 
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it growing towards evening, and they perceiv- 
ing on a ſpacious plain, a little aſide them, a 
very ſtately building, went thither; being ſtill 
clad in palmers weeds, to enquire for entertain- 
ment till the morning. Upon their approach, 
they found the gates open, and all things ap- 
pearing very ſtately and magnificent, which 
cauſed them to ring a little ſilver bell, at the 
ſound of which a grave perſon came and wel- 
comed them; and having refreſhed them with 
provifions, and comforted their hearts with 
Perſian wine, he led them to fee the ſtatelineſs 
of his manſion, which ſeemed more liker a pa- 
radiſe than a private man's habitation, bein 
adorned in a ſuperb manner, which highly 
pleaſed them, and made them enquire by what 
artiſt they were done, which made him fetch a 
deep ſigh, laying— 

I once had many ſons, who were curi- 
ouſly {killed in all rad workmanſhip that inge- 
nuity could reach to, or ingenious minds com- 
prize, but fourteen of them have I unfortu- 
nately loſt, fix of the youngeſt only remain- 
ing with me.“ 8 

Whereupon he called them, who came play- 
ing on their ſilver lutes, which raviſhed the 
Champions with delight; and they earneſtly 
enquired by what means he loſt the reſt: where- 
upon he thus began— err leg 

It ſo happened that I, being {killed in Al- 
chymy, diſcovered, ſome miles from hence, a 
mineral water, which would turn any baſe me- 
tal ſteeped therein into gold and ſilver: this I 
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made into a curious fountain, and kept the 
virtue of it private as long as | could; but at 
laſt, by what means I am ignorant, the im- 
portant ſecret coming to be known, many 
knights and others in arms, came to diſpoſſeſs 
me of it; but my valiant ſons ſo nobly de- 
fen ed it, that they put them frequently to the 
foil, and by their courage maintained my right; 
till at laſt a mighty giant, whoſe ſkin no cart 
can pierce, came from his cave, in Arabia, 
and by his matchleſs force, after a long com- 
bat, took my ſons priſoners, and ſeized my 
eaſtle; whereupon | fted to this place which I 
had before built, and my children lie in a dun- 
geon under the caitle, in heavy chains, where 
they muſt continue till ſome good knights, by 
deftroying the giant, delivers them.“ 
This di{ccurie moved the nohle warriors to 
eaſe his grief, and confidigg in him to keep fe- 
eret, they freely difcovered themſelves, which 
made bim fall on his knees, and embrace them; 
whereupon, he led them to his armoury, which 
was rarely furniftied with warlike habiliments, 
out of which every one choſe what he liked 
beſt; but becauſe there was but a ſingle giant 
to contend with, that the fame of him that 
fhould be victor might riſe the higher, they 
reſolved to caft lots: the firſt lot fell upon St. 
Dennis, who was made priſoner by the giant, 
as were five more of them; but the reaſon they 
fared ſo ill was, that the giant's ſkin was not 
penetrable by the fword. 
n Theſs 
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Theſe misfortunes grieved St. George, who 
was to try the laſt adventure; whereupon, he 
took an iron bar, tharp at one end as a pike, 
and.went towards the giant; and after a bloody 
combat, brought him to the ground with u dif- 
mal roar: and leaving him there expiring, he 
went into the caſtle and ſet the priſoners at li- 
berty, to the great joy of the forrowful aged 
man, when he ſaw his ſons, whom he gave 
over for loſt, return in ſafety : whereupon, he 
feaſted them in a ſumptuous manner, and then, 
beſtowing on them many gifts, he diſmiſſed 
them, and they proceeded on their journey till 
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they came to fair Jeruſalem, without encounte 
ering any conſiderable adventure. NOTE PSY 
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Whilſt 
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Whilſt they were kneeling in the ſepulchre, 
they heard this in a curious ſounding muſical 
note— | 


Riſe, noble Champions, linger here no more, 

Your arms the world requires, depart therefore, 

And with your valours and the Chriſtian cauſe; 

The time of noble actions now near draws, 

By wighty deeds endleſs to crown your name, 

And write your works in golden characters of 
fame: 

And you, chatite yirgins, that do here reſide, 

Horles and armour mutt for them provide. 


This was no ſooner over, but a {ound as of - 
heavenly muſick enſued; the virgins led them 
to a place in the fide of the mountain, where 
they found armour and horſes; upon which 


they took their leave of the fair virgins, and 


being armed at all points, mounted and rode 
out of the city, in ſearch of new adventures: 
but paſſing through the wilderneſſes cf Arabia, 
and not happening on any town, village, or 
ſingle houſe, they began to faint with hunger, 
and wiſh that inſtead of filver and gold they 
had brought proviſions, as the more uſeful in 
this extremity; ſo that they began to make 
complaints upon account of the war that fa- 
mine made againſt. them; till at laſt they 
alighted in the evening, where they had but an 
ill reſting under a tree. The next morning 
they mounted very feeble on their horſes, __ 
WH: ol- 
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followed the neareſt road to a ſmoke they ſaw 
on the fide of a great mountain, revolving to 
be a gveſt there whether weleome- or not: fo 
that St. George, who bore this affliction better 
than the reſt, rode a pretty way before them, 


. 

n 

\ 

3 

8 

$ to be their purveyor; yet he no ſooner came up 
3 to demand ſuccour, but ont of a huge cave ii- 
1 ſued a terrible giant, but in ſuch haſte that he 
: left his maſſy bar of iron behind him, and ſee- 
Fi ing but one armed knight, he little regarded to 
1 fetch it, thinking to cruſh him to pieces in his 
y arms; but St, George ſeeing the giant come at 
bl him with great fury, lifting himſelf on his ſtir- 


rups, and nimbly tracing his horſe aſide, {mote 
w. bim with his battle axe ſo full on the crown, 
mat he clove his huge thick ſcull, and, ſnak- 
ing the earth with his fall, he gave up the 

ghoſt 
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ghoſt. By this time, the other Champions 
were come up, ſo refreſhing themfelves with 
what they found in the cave, and having deli- 
vered divers captives of either ſex out of fla- 
very, and given them, as a recompenſe, all that 
belonged to the giant, and a peaceable poſſeſſion 
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of the place, they departed in ſearch of other 
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CHAP. III. 


Thi the . S:ven Champions met with a Cryftal 
Shrine, in which was incloſcd a murdered 
Lady, laid in a ſable Tent —huw they heard 
the woful ftory 6f a grave od Man, vowing 
Rovenge, went to the black Inchanted Caftle, 
where they, by ftratagem, were in:prijoned in 
a Dungeon. | 
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HE Champions, leaving the Giant's 

cave, paſſed over the mountains in a fair 
plain, ftored with, fore towns, and many 
pretty villazes; and tar they had not paſſed on 
theſe flowery downs, before they eſpied a pavi- 


tion, wheieupon, deſirous to be better in- 
ſtructed 
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ſtructed in the ways of the country, they rode 
up to it, and found there an old reverend man 
ſitting in a melancholy poſture over a cryſtal 
ſhrine, wherein was the body of a dead virgin 


much mangled, I his doleful ſight ſtruck them 


with wonder; whereupon, alighting from their 
horſes, they reſolved to enquire into the cauſe 
of what appeared to them a mytiery. 

Ihe reverend old man, after a flood of tears, 


thus began—* am lord of all theſe plains, and 


Providence has fo bleſſed niy induſtry, that I 
have large poſſeſſions; but, above all, I was 
happy in two beautiful daughters, who now, 
by cruel means, are dead; and here you ſee one 
of them lie murdered before your eyes“ 

pon this, the Champions entreated him to 
* a relation of her tragedy, which ſhould 

revenged at full on thoſe barbarians, 

To that end, ſaid he, „have ] continued 
here for many weeks. There reſides, not far 
from hence, one Leoger, a man of a luſtſul and 
wicked temper; who, falling in love with my 
eldeſt daughter, married her: but, having 
teaped the pleaſures of love, his mind was 
changeable, and caſting his eyes on my young- 
eſt daughter, he invited her in a kind manner 
to viſit her ſiſter after her lying- in. By the 
way he carried her into a wood, and told her 
the ſtory of his paſſion : but ſhe deteſting him, 


he tied her to a tree, and in an inhuman manner 


forced her chaſtity, and then ſtrangled her, 
Theſe paſſages her little Page ſaw from behind 
a thicket, but durſt not cry out, for- fear of 

l being 
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being murdered: but Leoger was no ſooner de- 


pari ed, but he ran to my married daughter and 


told her all the circumſtances, ho was ſo over- 


come with horror, that coming into her huſ- 
band's chamber, where he had thrown himſelf 
on his bed, ſhe made at him with a dagger to 


kill him, but miſſing her blow, ſhe ſtabbed her 
tehder infant, and then herſelf. Soon after this 


ling news, 1 fetchel my 8 Laroche, - 
body, and have inſhrined it as you ſee,?-!- 

At this ſad relation, the . were 
greatly incenſed, and departed to work their 
revenge on the Knight of the Black Caſtle; 
and riding about ten leagues, came in ſight of 
it: but the acceſs to it was very difficult. 


This 
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This Knight moreover doubting revenge 
would be fought, had not only got in a ſtrong | 
5 guard, but leagued with a Necromancer, to 
il0ortify his caſtle by magic- art. 

However, they reſolved to make their paſ- 
ſage againſt all opponents; but ſcarcely were 
they entered, when a mighty darkne's made 
tliem ſcarce know wnere they were; yet, go- 
ing down a great pair of ſtairs, the dark cloud 
vanited,-when they could. plainly fee the trea- 
cherous Knight with his Necromancer,, and 
divers mighty giants, whom they challenged to 
fight in Te court-yard, with brands of cow- 
ards, and many reproachful words, eſpecially 
to Leoger, which he anſwered with a threaten- 
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i ing reply, ſending down twelve giants to kill | 
4 them; fo that between them happened adre.d- 
4 ful 
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ful combat: but ſuch was the Knights good 
luck, that the giants were all flain or diſabled, 


which made Leoger ſtorm exceedingly. Where- 


upon he fell to his conjuration, and framed an 
airy ſpirit in the ſhape of a beautiful woman, 
who leaning in a melancholy poſture oft her 
hand, within an iron grate, ſeemed to make 
great lamentations; but when they approached 
to demand the cauſe of her ſorrow, ſhe drew 
back, and another appeared tall and majeſtic; 
but whilſt they were admiring what ſtately 
dame it ſhould be, they revert ſeveral blows, 
when turning to ſee from whom they came, 
they perceived the appearance of five or fix 
knights running into the caitle, at a little 
wicket, where thinking to revenge their cow- 
ardice, the Champions” purſued in great haſte, 
but no ſooner entered, ere they fell through a 
trap-door, into a dungeon, paved with dead 
mens bones, where we muſt leave them for a 
time, and return to St. George's three ſons, 
who came in ſearch of him. 
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St. GEORGE's Three SONs, A 
: 


Guy, David, and Alexander. 


PAR,T II. 
CHAP. 1. 


Hav St. George's Sons, going in Queft of him 
and the other Champions, arrived in vicily, 
and dcſireyed a . e they dijcomfited 
an Army of Thracians, and took their Ring 
Priſiuer, killing 1106 Giants, and releaſing the 
King of Theſlaly out of the inchanted Caſile, 
aud breaking the Inchantment the Caſtle in- 
ſiantly 1 5 F | 


N purſuance of their deſign, St. George's F , 9 

three ſons reſolved to purſue knightly ad- h 

ventures in foreign lands, and to find out their " 
father and the reſt; and being furniſhed with 
all 
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all neceſſaries for their voyage, they went on 
board a Sicilian veſſel, and arrived at that fa- 
mous iſland; and travelling up the country 
they found a great number of towns without 
man, woman, or child in them. They choſe 
to take their lodging in the open fields, having 
the green earth for their bed. The morning 
approaching, they were ſurprized with an hor- 
ribie noiſe, which made the young knights 
buckle on their armour, and ſtand in their own 
defence. Soon after, they perceived a deformed 
monſter approach them, and the earth ſeemed 
to tremble with his weight. a; 

Theſe three valiant knights were nothing 
appalled at this horrible ſight, Sir Guy, the 


eldeſt, firſt approached, but the monſter raiſing 
himſelf on a ſudden, feized upon the arm of 


Guy 
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Guy with his dreadful claws, ſo that the knighi 
could hardly have diſengaged himſelf” had not 
his brother Sir David ſuddenly come into his 
reſcue; Sir Alexander at the ſame time, gave 
ſuch a terrible blow on the head of the mon- 
ſter, that it made him ſtagger, but at the ſame 
inſtant, ſo entangled himſelf in the legs of Sir 
Alexander's horſe, that he threw his maſter on 
the ground, which the monſter obſerving, was 
juſt ready to fall upon him, had not the valiant 
Sir David prevented it, by a furious blow on 
the breaſt, that he fell backward; upon which 
Sir Guy diſmounting, thruſt his ſword down 
the monſter's throat, which made him ſend 
forth a moſt hideous cry like thunder; but 
having received his death's weund, in a ſhot 
time he expired, 

Theſe youug Champions proceeded farther 
into the country, in hopes to meet with ſome 


of thoſe inhabitants who had deſerted their 


houſes for fear of this mondter, and to pet 
ſome refreſhment after their encounter, and at 
length came to a loneſome valley, where they 
perceived a ſmoke to iſſue out of a cave, and 
approaching thereto, an aged hermit appeared 


cloeathed in a long garment, and his meagre 


countenance diſcovering a mind overwhelmed 
with grief. The Knights ſalured him, and de- 
fired him to give them an account how the 
country they had p through was deſtitute 
of people. The hermit then gave them the 
following relation— — | = 
; - ec 
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« Be it known unto you that the country 
is called Sicily, and formerly was counted the 
granary of the world, but now our ſtreets are 
abandoned and deſtitute of people, owing to a 
dreadful monſter who lives both in water and 
upon land: he was perceived by ſome of our 
herdſmen, who ſaw him ſporting upon the 
waves of the ſea, and ſpying them, made in- 
ſtantly to the ſhore, upon which, they betook 
themſelves to flight; but their haſte could not 
{ecure them, for the monſter overtook and 
ſeized upon ſome of the hindmoſt of them, 
whom he ſoon fwallowed up, and finding the 
fweetnels of human. fleſh, he hath deſtroyed 
near five hundred of perſons. The people call 
him Mongo, and have left their lands on his 
account, there being no champion fo valiant as 
to aſſault him; ſo that he ruins all the iſland 
without oppoſition. Thus, moſt courageous 
Knights, you have the cauſe of the deſolation, 
from which we. have no hopes of deliverance, 
tul ſome valiant knights ſhall undertake this 
adventure,” 

The eldeſt fon of St. George anſwered thus: 
© Father, if This be the cauſe of all your ſar- 
row, to eaſe you, I aſſure you that, by the 
victorious arms of me and my two brothers, 
this monſter is flain.“ 

© What thanks,” ſaid the hermit, „ we 
render to Heaven and you, for your un- 
matched mankood and fortunate ſucceſs!” 
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As they were thus diſceurting, an Herald at 
Arms, attended with four knights in mourn- 
ing, palied by, who was tent by the King to 


prodlaim, in all foreign realms, That if any 
knight would encounter with this menſter, he 
ſhould be made a Peer of the kingdom, as a 
recompenſe. The three young Champions 
told him, that his {earch was at an end, for 
Mongo was veitroyed; and one of the knights 
returning with thefe tidings to the king, the 
reſt went to view the carcaſs of this horrid 
creature, and the Champions were invited to 
wait upon the Ning at Syracuſe, ſo taking 
leave of the hermit they proceeded toward the 
City, | 


They 
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They were met by the King, who took them 
into his coach, and entered triumphantly into 
the palace, where they wele received with all 
demonſtrations of kindneſs; and the King ap- 
pointed a great dancigg, and all things were 
managed with great mirth and contentment. 

The night being far ſpent they retired to 
their beds, hut no ſooner did the glowing Eaſt 
diſplay her colours, when the ſhrill noiſe of a 
trumpet raiſed them from their flumbers, to 
know the meaning of it, and were ſoon ac- 


quainted, that it was a Tlieſſalian Knight, who 


came with a meſſage to the Sicilian King, and 
informed his Majeſty, that his coming thither 
was to implore his aſſiſtance in behalf of the 
diſtreſſed country of Theffaly, oppreſſed by 
the tyranny of the King of Thrace, who de- - 
fired of the King of Theſſaly that he might ! 
marry Cornelia his only daughter; but both 
ſhe and her father rejecting his requeſt, he re- 
ſolved to obtain by force what he could not 

procure by favour, and inſtantly raiſed an army 
which we could not oppoſe. Ihe King think- 


ing himſelf ſecure by the league they had en- 


tered into, fo that the Theſſalian troops ſoon 
over run a great par: of the country, and de- 
froyed all before them. The King of Theſ- 
ſaly raiſed all the ſtrength he was able againſt 
this perjured conqueror, who had a giant of a 
terrible ſtature, whoſe name was Codro; and 
the King of Theſſaly running againſt him with 
his lance, it ſhivered into a thouſand pieces, 
nor could his ſword avail him againk the gi. 


y 2 anr's 


174 * Hi fer) of e 


= armour, and he was conveyed by the gfant 
nro his cattle, which is very ſtrong, and the 
"I hettalians much doubt whether they ſhall ever 
-xecover their King. After this victory, the 


King of Thrace marched with his army to the 
City of Lariſſa, which he has fo ſtraightly 
bdeſieged, that without ſpeedy aid it is in danger 
i to be loſt, Our Nobles and Commons do 
therefore humbly beg vour Majeſty's aſſiſtance, 
to ſave their bleeding country from deſtruc- 
tio.“ N M3 þ 
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1 This lamentable complaint raiſe pity in all 
TH that heard it, eſpecially in our three Engliſh 
wu heroes, who with the aihit e of the King of 
£ | 


Sicily, ſpeedily raiſed an amy, and} with un 
daunted courage uudertook this perilous ad- 
venture. 

The captains and officers made ſuch an ex- 
pedition, that in twenty days they maſtered 
twenty thouſand men, who were completely 
armed out of the royal arivoury, To the three 
brothers the King gave each of ther a fitver 
helmet, as a reward for their conquering the 
monſter Mongo. "They then marched toward 
the City of Larida, and Sir Alexander being 
ſent before, to give the alarm to the Thracians. 
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is ahout midnight came in Gght of the town, and 
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upon the enemy and deſtroyed multitudes 
them, cutting down all before them, and came 
to the royal pavillon, where the King oi 
Thrace was in perſon, atleep in his tent; but 
being awakened. by the noiſe of the foldicrs, 
he Hlarted up, but before he could put ow his 
armour Alexander entered his tent, and togk 
him priſoner, 

The necromancer Codro, who lived with the 
glant Logos, knowing by his magic ſpells that 
the 'Thracian King's army had received a total 
overthrow, and himſelf taken priſoner, he ac- 
quainted the giant therewith, who thereupon, 
tending for his two brothers to come to his aſ- 
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Glance, Count bruno. the King of Thrace's 
deputy, ſoon raiſed an army of 50,000 men 

and the Sicilians and the I heflal:ans, being 
Out 
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about 40,020, reſolved to attack ther, and 
both armies engaging, Sir David, who- bad 
the honour to lead the vanguard, atlas 
Count Bruno with ſuch force that ke run hum 
quite throngh the body, fo that he fell dead on 
the ground; whereupon, the 'I hracians gave 
back, but the two giants coming in with freth 
forces, the combat began atirg!l, and Sir Guy 
gave the giant Godolpho ſuch a blow on the 
head, that had not his helmet heen of approved 
metal, he had cleft him down in the middle; 
but recovering, he lifted up his maſſy clul, 
and miſſing Sir Guy, ſtruck it {o deep in the 
earth, that Sir Guy alighting from his horte, 
deſigned. to cut off his head, when Kilmane, 
the other giant, coming 80 his aſhitance, was 
encountered by Sir Dayid, who ſkilfully avoid- 
ing the ſtrokes of the giant, he found he had a 
valiant enemy to deal with Godolpho having 
recovered. his laſt blow, came to join his bro- 
ther Rilmauo, whom Sir Guy undertook to en- 

age. 5 264 F 
While theſe four were buſted in fighting, Sir 
Alexander made ſuch havock among the Ihra- 
clans, that they began to fly; and the two gi- 


ants were hotly purſued by the three brothers, 


with the loſs of a great number of men; but 
Logos, who kept the enchanted caſtle, came 
in with more forces, which the wearied Sicili- 
ans not being able to withſtand, retired, and 
the T hraciang ſecured themſelves in the en- 
chanted caſtle, The. army having ſufficiently 
refreſhed themſelves, marched up to the caſtle 


\ 


4 gate, 
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gate, on the top ot which ſtood two giants, 


| with mafly ones in their hands, to tumble oni | 
| the heads of thole that thou'd attempt to ſcale | 
W . the walls: but the Necromancer finding all his 
Wh charms were at an end, would not ſufler them | 
do throw down the ſtones, in hope to find 
BY mercy from the conquerors. Sir Guy firſt en- | 
N N te red the caitle, but was !oon encountered by 1 | 
Areadtul griff, who was ſo biilkly attacked | 
i i 
„ e 


„ 7 


by the young Knight, that he deeply wounded 
bim, and inſtantly a noiſe like thunder was 

be..rd out of the ground, and he apprehended 
fome terrible encounter, but nothing following, 
'} Alexander proceeding farther in, a dreadful 
burning dragon came flying againſt him, which 
truck him with fuck violence that he could 
1 hardly 
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hardly ſtand on his legs; but having drawn his 
{word, the dragon ſoon vaniſhed out of fight; 
but ſuch a noiſe enſued that, the very founda- 
tion of the caſtle ſhook. The undaunted 
Sir David, reſolving to view all the avenues 

the caſtle, his paſſage was ſtopped by an Hip- 
potamus, or Sagitary, being half man and half 
horſe, and there ſoon began a dreadful combat 
between them; but Sir David at length cutting 
oft one of the monſter's legs, the heavens 
ſeemed to be rent aſunder by dreadtul claps of 
thunder, and flaſhes of lightning, the earth 
quaked, and the terrible yells and groans of 
infernal ſpirits were heard, and all of a ſudden 
the enchanted cattle diſappeared. The two. - 
giants fell down on their knees, begging for 
mercy, and the Necremancer was forced to 
{urrender his cu: ſed carcaſs to the conquerors, 

who cut off his head. 

The three brothers then ſearched. after the 
King of Theſſaly, and having found him, en- 
tertained him with due reſpect, and conducted 
him to his own city of Lariſſa, where a general 
joy ran through the iſland, The brothers now 
took their leayes of the King and Prigceſs, and 
travelled to find out their father and his Six 
Champions, where they met with very notable 


adventures, as. you. will find. in the nn 
chapter. 
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CHAP, II. 


How St. George)s three Sons found the Queen f 
Armenia ding, through the Treachery of the 
Knight of the Black Caftle—how with hier 
Daughter Roſana, they travelled thither, to 

revenge her Injury, and ended the Inchantment. 


FT: HE three young Knights being ſtill upon 
| the enquiry, and hearing no news of 
their father, nor the other Champions, con- 
cluded ſome miſhap had befallen; wheretore, 
coming to a black pavilion, which they found 
deſerted, they tracked the feet from thence in 
the ſand, with drops of blood, and ſcattered 
hair, till coming into a thicket, they heard a 
lady complain againſt. the Knight of the Black 
Caſtle, whom they no ſooner approached, but 
they underſtood ſhe had been Queery of Arme- 
ni-, and was baniſhed for impradently ſhaming 
herſelf, by yielding to the embraces of that 
falſe, Knight. Though the young Knights 
heard her ſtory, and comforted her all they 
could, yet having charged her daughter to ſe- 
vere revenge, and given her a letter to her un- 


grateful Knight, ſhe breathed her Iſt in ſuch 


complaints, as drew tears from all their eyes; 
and after they had buried the Queen, and 
wrote a mournful epitaph on the rhind of a 
bay tree, they accompanied the young gas. wt 
the 
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the Black Caſtle, to revenge at full this great 


6 injur; V, 


They no ſooner approached it, but a mon- 
ſtrous ſatyr came againſt them witk a mighty 
club, endeavouring to {top their ee but 


=" Ta e = 
% Pal a 
TAI nn 


after a Harp encounter, dee eply wounding him, 
he fled bellowing away; 1 which they ar- 
rived at the, callle gate, When Roſana, clpied 
her wicked father and the magician, looking 
over the battlements, contriving to prepare 
for their, deſtruction, which ſhe advertized 
them: however, they blew the trumpet, and 
immediately, as before, the firawbridge fell 
down, and the gates ee then, without 
much diſturbance, coming to a pillar of Jaſper, 
they found this inſcripri ON — 
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Whilſt here ſeven fatal lamps burn bright, 

This place can never yield to knight: 

But they extinguiſh'd by a fountain near, 

By her who does a roſe on her breaſt bear, 

The ſtrange inchantment then will diſap- 
pear, 


Having tad this, they purſued a giant into a 
| hall where the lamps were burning; and after a 
= fierce combat, ſlew him; but in vain they tried 
to extinguiſh the magick, when they ſearched 
about for the fountain, which they x in a 
vault, covered with darkneſs. But when they 
approached the water, they were oppoſed by 
giants and furies, who gaye them many, furious 
blows, and put them back; ſo that Roſana, 
he ching up one of their ſhields, ſtepped to 
the fountain, and took off the waters, where - 
with ſhe ran and extinguiſhed the lamps. Cries 
id yells of hellifh fiends enſued, which = 
the impriſoned Champions rouſe, and inſtead 
of a dungeon they found themſelves in a ſpa- 
cCi.ious parlour. | : 


cretly fled on a ſwift horſe; and the conjuror 


Knights embraced each other, and they feaſted 
voyally on the plenty they found in the caſtle, 
| and at night betook themſelves to repoſe, when 
Se. George, lying alone in an inward chamber, 
was awakened with a doleful cry of.— 


- O thou 


Leoger, finding his inchantment finiſhed, ſe- 


took his way through the air in a chariot, The 
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O thou moſt valiant Knight, what doſt thou here, 
Where nought but horrid miſchiefs do appear? 


Upon this, looking about, he eſpie the ſhape of a beau- 
teous woman in tears, who beckoned him to follow her, 
which he did, till he came through many lonely places, 
to a tomb, whercon he perceived u grave old man lie up- 
on it tormented by flames, and in a deſperate manuer he 
lay roaring, not able to {ur from the place. Whilſt the 
Champion was wondering at this inchantment, the Wo- 
man that had called him thither, came out of the ob 
and betonght him to ſtrike three times on the tomb with 
his ſword, and the inchantment would he diffolvei, 
which he did, and immediately ney were releaſed from. 
their torments. 

The inchantwent being ended, they all agreed to go 
with St. George 40 Babylon, except Roſana, who re- 
membering her mother's commands, was relolved to 
in ſearch of her wicked father, and ſo arming herſelf 
like an Amazon Queen, with ſilver armour, a Javelin 
in her hand, and a ſword hanging by ber fide, ſhe 


nounted on a gallant ſteed, preſerugh her by St, George, 


and parting at the, bridge, took their reſpective ways. 


The Hiſicry of the 


| CHAP. III. 


Hi Roſana went armed to ſerł her Fother, and 


5 of his miſcrable Death Te Combat ſhe had 
1 with the luchanter about his Armour, and herb 
| MI" ſhe killed herſel/j—Of the further Adventures of 
1 1 the Champions, and how St. George e, in 
Su Leve with a Nun, &c. 
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HE fair ard ſorrowful Roſana departing from 
them, rode through many a deſart, when coming 
to a foreſt tide, the ſun being hot, the went among tic gr. 
heat of the trees, to ſhelter, and fee if ſhe could rd a epi 
fountain for refxeſhment. the 
Ste liad not far entered before her ears were ſaluted If loo 
With complaints and lamentatjons; by the voice ſhe lea 
FT thought it was Leoger, her father, and coming * 
I. | 18 it, 


End 
— 
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fight, without telling what relation ſhe was to him, ſhe 


gave him the Queen's letter, which he had no ſooner 


read, but he cried out-“ Injured Queen, whom 1 is 
baſcly wionged, at laſt thou art obeyed; 


And if our ſouls can meet, and know above, 
I'it fold thee ever in my arms ot love: 
Whiltt this atones for miſchief ] did here, 
Aud ſets my ſoul tres to attend thee there. 


Ile eupon, he plunged his dagger into his breaſt. This 
cauled fo natural an afferbn in the lady, that ſhe wept 
bitterly, labouring to ſtop his bleeding wound, and told 
him ſhe was his «daughter; when, caſting his eyes on her, 
he bewailed her, being left io danger, and then yielded 
up his breath. When the came to herſelt, the took cou- 
rage, and covered his dead body with moſs, hanging up 
his armour in a pine trec, which ſhe reſolved to watch 
till ſome Knight ſhould come and help her to convey her 
tather's body to her 1.oth*i's tomb. But being fatigued 
with Jong watching, the Necromancer, having wandered 
up and down, happened to come that way, and know- 
ing the armour, reached it down, at which time Roſana 
waking, ſhe drew her tword, and charged him to put it 
up again, Which he refuſed, and a deſperate combat en- 
ſued, fo that the Necromancer received a violent blow on 
his heal, and fell to the ground, begging mercy, which 
me granted, if he would carry her father's body to Ar- 
menia, and hang up the amour as a trophy over the 
grave. | 1 4 
This he conſented to, and conveyed it thither immedi- 
ately; but whilſt he was buly in covering up the grave, 
Roſana fell upon her ſword, and died on her parents re- 
poſitory. | | 
This ſtartled the Magician, and he put her in the ſame 
grave with her parents, erecting a monument with an 
epitaph; and fo departing to a valley not far from 
thence, he raiſed a mauſolem, by magic, which he no 
ſooner entered but it cloſed upon him, Where we will. 
leave him converſing with damned ſpirits. | : 
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Whilſt theſe things happened, the Seven Champions 


arrived at Babylon with the King, who toon decided the 


quarrel among the Graudtes, who ſhould poljeis che 
crown, and he was reftored. The Virgin that was in- 
chanted with him, was married to one of the chief no— 
blemen of the kingdom, and joy and feaſtivg enſued ; 
bur all wis d:fhed-by their fudder departure: fo travel- 
ling through many ccuntries, they same to Conſtantino- 
ple, where preparations were made for royal ſports and 
aſtimes. 

Here St. George won immortal fame, overthrowing 
man and borte, and all that cane in his way; fo that 
the fair Princeſs began to be much enamoured of him; 


but the former contract being made by her own conſent, 
modeſty reſtrained her from expreſſing her paſſion. The 
Champions, being highly treated, left the Court, and at 


the requeſt of St. Anthony, paſſed to Rome, where the 
Emperor received them with a cordial welcome, and 


gave them large preſents. St. George viewing the city, 
among the Nuns, caſt his eyes on Lucinda, the Emperor's 
N 8 daughter, 


24 
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daughter, and underſtanding fie had vowed perpetual 
virginity, was forry he had ſeen her whom he could not 
enjoy; yet reſolving to prolecute his love, thinking her 
mind might alter, and obtaining the dreſs of a grave 
matron of quality, got admittance into the monaſtery, 
with a baſket of fruit for the Princeſs, which he carried 
to her chamber, where finding her alone, with humble 
ſubmiſſion he diſcovered who he was, and the paſſion he 
had for her, 

At thi; the Princeſs ſtartled, and coming to herſ-lf, 
told him, it was not in her power, her vow being patted 
to Heaven, to treat of love, ny farther than friendſlup 
extended to any mortal cre iture. | 

« Ah, divaneft creature!“ replied he, ſay not fo, left 
you deſtroy your devoted ſervant, whom neither monſter, 
armed hoſts or inchantments, could overcome 

« Truly,” hid ſhe, “ renowned Knight, I have 
heard of your fame, and diſlike not your perſon, bat [ 
am not at my own diipotal, having vowed unaltersblg 
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chaſtity, therefore never more make any proffers of love 
to me.“ 
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„% Have you fe vowed?” ſaid the noble Champion; 
then you mall tee I can keep my vow as lacred as you 
and here 1 vow to (lie and end the torment of mv mind! 
wherewithal, pulling out a Jagger, he had piereed his 
heart, bad e wot ſtopped bis hand, prom:hng within 
Jeven days, it he would live for her (ke, 10 give hm 
her + 4 at the alta; aud with this afſurance he at thut 
time left her. 

During this ſpace, the Engliſh Champion had made 
his love known to the Emperor, who approve of it, and 
cummanded his daughter to entertain his courtſhip, that 
me might by marrying come into the world again. This 
much grieved the Princeſs; however, conlulting with 
ſome of her fellow-nuns about it, they told her, ſhe 
ought to ſacrifice her life, rather than break her vow, 
which ſhe performed, by ſtabbing herſelf when the prieſt 
was going to join her hand with St. George's. 

At this unexpected tragedy, tears flowed from all eyes, 
and the Engliſh Champion was going to fall on his ſword 
had not they prevented him. St. George being thus af. 
fifted, hafted to leave fo fatal a place, and he and the 

other Champions teok leave of the Emperor and his 
Court, and paſſed every one into their own country, of 
whoſe deeds and deaths there you will bear in the fol- 
lowing chapter, 
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CHAP. Iv. 


How the Seven Champions returning to their own 
Cuuntiy, in Expettation of leading peaceable 
Lives, mit with violent Deaths—ivith tre 
Manner of them, and kew they came to bs 
fainted, and called Patrons of their Countr,— 
why the Leek is worn on St. David's Day, and 
the Croſs on St. Andrew's, St. Patrick's, Sc. 
as alſo of the Neble Order of the Garter, in 
Honour of St. George. <LI | 


HE SE noble Champions of Chriſtendom, baving 

run long race of glory and renown, at laſt, years 
aud wearinels brought them to reſt thei* bones in their 
Sat:ve lands, 


AP. The 


140 The Hiftery of the 
a | | The firſt who left this earthly ſtage, was St. Patrick, 
BY who betaking nimſelt to prayers in woods and delarts, at 
4 4 length cauſed him a houſe 1 ſtone, out of which 
de never after went, but had his victuals given him thro! 
11 a little hole, being all the window he had, and before 


yielded up his pious fpirit: afterwards a chape} was 
| built there, with an altar over his grave, and he ſtited 
| Laint and Patron of his country. 
408 St. David coming into Wales, and findiag it over run 
1 by lvatms, of Pagans and Saxons, he muſtered a troop 
N out of tle frontiers, and to diſtinguiſh each other in 
fight, he ordered then to pluck a leak, and place it on 
their helmets; fo that, having drawn the enemy to the 
plains, a bloody fight enſued, and the enemy were terri- 


if | this death, he digged his grave with his nails, and there 
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bly aughtered and driven out of the country. St. Da- wp 
vid died ſoon after, of a violent fever, occaſioned by 2 | 
over-heating kimſelt in the battle, and was canonizid z or tt 


faint. went 
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St. Dennis, of France, preaching up the Chriſtian 
religion, in his country, they being Pagans, a Knight of 
the Order of St. Michael, incenſed the King againſt him 
ſo as to carſe him to be b-headed without being heard; 
but his accuſer, and others wh.» mocked at his prayers, 
were ſtruck dead with lightning, which ſo terrified the 
King, that he zud his people turned Chriſtians. He was 

| afterwards fainted, and a ftattly church built over his 
| monument. 

St. James, coming into Spain, built a chajel, rd 
n getting together ſome devout Chriſtians, they praited the 
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God of Heaven, which ſo incenſed the King of the 
country, that he cauſed them to be ſhut up there and 
ſtarved to death. James was afterwards f.inted, and is 

filed to this day The Titular Saint of Spain. 
St. Andrew preaching the Goſpel in Scotland, living 
St Dela cave, they fancied he was ſent by the King as a ſpy, ' 
'1 by and fell upon him, mocked him, hilft he was praying 
wy for them, then cut off his head; which the King hearing 
went againtt them with armed forces, and deſtroyed 
them 
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them and their habitations, This St. Andrew is held 
the Patron of Scotland, who wear his croſs on his day. 
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He was ſoon ſainted, and a church dedicated to bis me- 
mory. 


St. Anthony being at Rome, viewing an ancient cha- 


1 pel, found a prophecy, that himſelf ſhould be the pa- 
tzon of it; and after man great atchievements, and no- 
ble acts, thould return and die in it, with which he fo 
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far complied, that he continued there in praye,s and me- 
-ditations, till he payed Nature's debt, when he was 


fainted, the place ded cited to him, and many honours 


conferred upon it, 


St. George, the Engliſh Champion, found an unkind 
deſtiny at home, for having lived a contemplative life, 
he intervie:{ rv ſpend the reſt of his days in penitence. 
The King (ent to inform him, that a dreadful dragon, 
near Dunmore, who had a mighty cave ſor her habita- 
tion, deſtroyed all the country about, ſo that men and 
cattle were daily devoured: againſt this monſter, for his 
country's ſafety, the Champion immeviately took his 
way, and inn terrible combat, for which d-liverance 
there was much rejoic ngs, dis vital ſpirirs was infeRted by 
the quantity of poiſon thrown on him hy the monſtrous 
beaſt; lo that, two days after, he die:l, charging bis 
ſons, who were returned from ſecking adventures, to 
follow his ſteps; and recommended them to the King's 
care, who ws preſent, and afterward preferred them 0 


the chiefoſt offices and truſt in his kingdom, 


St, 
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St. George was buried in his chapel, hearing his 
name at Windſor, his effigies, killing a dragon, is worn 


as the badge of honour to our Nobles; and the greateſt 
Princes abroad are proud to be companions of it, or the 
noble Order of the Garter. ; 


* 
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"Thug <veary with long travel through great deeds; 
For tired fancy there ſome reſpite needs ; 

So hoping it evill give you all content, 

Becauje howt'er tis took, it was well meant. 


» Des Sunders 
Elend und Trot: 


In einer Predigt am Palm- 
Sonntage, 1718, auls 


Jeſ. LXVI. 2. 


In der Teutſchen Schloſs- Capelle 
Zu London vorgeſtellet: 
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| Und nun e 
Zum andern male herauſſgegeben, 
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Von 
ANTHON WiLHELM BOHMEN, 
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Bey J. Downing, in Barth»lomew-Cloſe, 
bey Weſt-Smithfield, 1721. 
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